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„i not the Aeg at wel; papers to vindicate what is 


AS alla Lay-Preaching. 'Thawqueſtion, Who have, a | 
SN right to preach the Goſpel, when fairly ſtated, and ker 1 
FF  oully.confidered, x may be ſafely left to the common \ ſeriſe | uk 


= of every intelligent reader of the Word of God. Extra- 3 
dent ſuppoßtions, however qualified by peradventures, WW; 


25 4 He with epithets of high probability, and rendered 3 
3 - dazzling by the pageantry of affected literature, will make = 
- "kedle impreſſion © on the mind of him whoſe faith is yield- 
TA = Ee only to the. Holy Scriptures. Mr. Robertſon profeſſe 
2 to have no inclination. for entering into farther contro- 1 
verſyz nor does his performance, conſidered as a piece 


5 1 e eee e 
lay, that any one ſhould call upon him to take the trouble. | car 
© | - Granting however that the caſe. were otherwiſe, i it is poſ- _ | 1 
5 file for a Diſputant ſo to behave, as to render it dil. 5 | 
| ee eres 6 <p lies IS - 1 4.08 
WR Fa . E 
AN >, PT Mo 
3 Kew far Ir. 8 has berg e 
EA \ of this defer ion, a oy. 8 his cent | 
6 | W ; | 5 "m7 ation 1 er EF | * s 8 WEN. - che . : 4 x | "KY 
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vg EO EI en lg It ee . 
8 ng may conſid Mr. Reveland Hill's Anfver to Dr. Janiieſon ; ora ©. 
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« be diſcuſſed, many belleveit to'de's tem ok 

«of order, With ce ver OP Sha EF HRS tony * 
« important. - This they more naturally believed, becauſe * 
« that doQtrinie was know to be patronized by' Gentle. © - 2 


man, who then offcially acted under 8 | 6 5 
& ment to malntain the Diſcipline of the Church of [or 


« land; and betauſe they did not in ehurivy think, that he w Gu 
eee naman bg Jones e ; | 
ple in the conſtitution of that Church, while he remain * 
60 ed in her connection, or till he had judieially 
_ © his ſubſcription from her Formula. Upon a eloſer 
New, however, 1 wh tit primeinu - | 
+ EIS 4 Preſbyterian then publiſtied, they will be found Want 
3 « minate, not in a teayporary'dereliftion'sf order, But in { 
1 A the adoption of a Tyltem entirely « differdar.” Thie 8. Ed 
on 1 «+rine there held forth forth plainly is, that any man thatiing. 5 : 5 
EY | <dAitifetf qualified to inſtruct otbers, may, without Sn 
Ef. _ ſulting. the Church of which he profes Eat 2 
member, and in whoſe communion he ſcetns N 1-l | 


ee emal, take upon. bin the office of an | | 2 
RT ; Ines en of the Word.” OO YER” wits *y 
I : | 5 5 1 e de ob vote hh. FL c "of e 
. eee, diesen pee 4 l Wide, ch fs . 
iihke pretent of evidente, I conceive to be replete wich 
1 85 þ-4 ram defy The ſofteſt | e 
charges of breaking, at leaſt for a time, the beaitiful order * 

3 eee eee rder 
= _ of courſe a known and a wilful one, becauſe bas . 
= poles to have been attempted with the view of attaining | 
= e  certaln"'ehds. © What theſe ends are, th though tated to be | 
5 5 Ad Important, he does not ſay. Allowing chem however to 
| 8 dees themaſt excellent king, it is is in effect declared, hat ; 
1 us ſoon as Lay-Preaching began to be diſcuſſed, it was * 
* AY | | thobelef of many” that the advocates for the Wy 
8 DE LY ANTEC. 
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"4 | 5 2 "Io ( 1 . 
8d their hearts, 4 Let us do evil thar good 
5 * way dome. Docs it not obviouſly follow, « their 
I $$,@mnation is juſt?” and yet Mr. R. immediately alter 
K. - having profgfſed it to de his own opinion, that the mo- 
| mes of many of them were pure “, accounts for the aw. 
opinion enterta entertained of them by many others as'arifing . 
MK from % natural r ang even ne to * 
% e eee Nie 
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. dnnn bocauſe the doctrine of Lay-Preaching was 
komm tobe patronized by a Gentleman, who then offcial- 


| mr under a ſalemn engagement to maintain the 

YR Dic oline af ine Chureh of Scotland. That Gentleman 
ba et to learn, the inconſiſtency between the Diſcipline 
ec che Church of Scotland, and the doctrine of Lay- 

I - Preaching, 2s pleaded for by thoſe advocates whom he 

na always” e ta chile 

+ Þ _ doftrine interfered not with the diſcipline of any chürch. 
. | Let. it be ſuppoſed, (though it is not granted) that this 


ſhould turn out to be erroneous; it is nevertheleſs | 
e 
perfect integrity boch patronize and avow the doctrine 
8 even while he officially acts under a ſolemn 
engagement to maintain the diſcipline of the church to 5 
Which be then belongs. In the caſe before us, Mr. K. 
has preſumed to inſinuate the very reverſe. Not content IN 
Voith mentioning the official ſituation, and the ſolemn en- 
 3/-gagements of the perſon alluded toi as inconſiſtent with 


his patronage of Lay-Preaching, he adds, « they did not 8 
| |  * in charity think, that he would have attempted to un- 
P 4 dermine any radical principle in the conſtitution of that 'n 
mb |  & Church, while he remained in her connection, or ti! 3 
Ds | 7 ⁵˙ Ke fibſeripeinfomm hy ] RR. 
7 0 e . e 
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RITES Me. Ri * 
chaxitable friends ate eridentiy repra enn as miſled by- . 
their charity, which necefſarily-implits = 
ſertions: that tho abjeck of their 

| that to renounce the hereſy of Lay-Neching was a ra- 

| dical principle in. the conſlitution uf d hurch of Scot- 
land; that with this conviion in his befunihe remained fr 
a time in her connection, and did not jufkially withdraw: 55 
is ſubſcription from her formula, even hile he choughbe 
proper to embrace that hereſy ze hat i additian to be 
conſciouſneſs of this ĩngonſiſteuey, he foriþed the de/ign:gf = 
—— — — 


nne deviſed a chene bor 
undermining itz and that this daſtardly and dark conſpiracy, - 
at the expence of genjary itſelf, he actually attempted to 
put in execution. Muſt we aſcribe to Mr. R. the divine * | 
perfectiun of Qmniſtienot : Tet a knomledge of the heart. 
at leaſt. of one individunꝭ ig the only conceivable. _ 5 
auen ah will re Br esder ten. 
go : i: Wan A5 hp , 
n 1 a man's def ge may be der Fe 
tected by his conduſt. In-the, caſe before us, les the fa 
be produced: Cree Exying was oner an ordained Mi- 
niſter in the Church p{Seotadd. . While in that ſituation, 
he was for ſome time Were Wer eee 5 
a pexiodical.· mon intended as a Repoſitory 
of Diſcuſſant Inline; ing the progreſs of 
the Goſpet throyghout'the Wohle, In thefe plain terms, . 
the deſign. of the work xy ꝰο ed on ita title page, and 
to chis day. ſtands umvandemned even by its bittereſt ene- 
mies. The origin, as well as the nature of the undertak- .. 
ing, had been explained to che public in a pro- 
1 e. treoution, of which the | 


r a . A 
2 fads to. e een In the courſe of the - 
| work, A correſpondent propoſed to inftitute the Inquiry, 
Who have a right to preach the Goſpel?” - This queſ- 
tion appeared to the Editor perfeQiy. ſaitable, for a 
55 Repoſitory of rande progreſs of the 
Goſpel throughout the world ;“ more eſpecially as what 
is called Lay-Preachlng was notoriouſly countenanced by 
ſome- of the moſt Slebrated and ſucceſsfut Miſſionary 


Societies. He 
Paper, every feat which he thought charafteriſtic of 
upright intention, ri Lr eee 
and deſixe of i ati \ Theſe features will be found 


in every page that has een dr Miſſionary Maga- 

zine under that qrreſpondent's ſignature tj nor can want 

5 af eandout be charged upon any of the writers, who fol- 
„ lowed him in that worky on the ſame fide of the queſtion. 
I In admitting ſuch papers om ſuch 2 fubject, the Editor 
> i *” afted Groply in che. st of bis capie bis. "Had he | 

excluded performances an the other fldde there might in- 

5 deed have been ground of ſiffickarund cenſure. + 80 fin, + 
' however, was this fram being the caſe, that in the Miſ. 
EY: | fonary Magazine will be- found, what Mr. R. has not 
1 onee acknowledged, papers un the other fide of that queſ- 
tion, both from Difſenters iand Uhurchmen, Cligymem 
and Laymen, dt leaſt as able and ah convincing, as any 

thing that has Gnce been pre ſented to the publio ſ- When 

the diſcuſſion had frodeeded- as far us the Editor thought 
due to its merits, be ſignified üs win aht it ſhould ter- 
minates, which it acoordimꝑiy did. Theſe are W ="xav=g | 
reſpecting the patronage of the uiſchſſton · of Lay-Preach- - 
ins by: eden we e acted under 
— „ r „ 
N 18 Nuit ang wot Hep: Sg ung ka . 
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ſolemn engagement ad — 
Church of Scotland. If they can be countgdias he 
Fmall duſt of the balance, in ſubſtantiating the moment 
tous charges of conſpiracy and perjury, let the accuſer, 


by all means that are honeſt, ar by r e wen a 
| TOO Frm WI: 4s SNP; 


Naß * 
127 N. „ : k 3s | theo Aro 
| e Mr. R. and Yiaw-ſhalt 
80 eee Upon a cloſer review o the 
« ſentiments which that. profeſſed Preſbyterian then pub- 
« liſhed, they will be found to terminate, not in aitemes 
« porary dereliction pf order, but in the adoption aft 
« ſyſtem entirely different. The doctrine there held forth 
< plainly is, that ay man thinking himſelf qualified-to: 
« inſtruct others, may, without conſulting the Church of 
„which he profeſſes himſelf a member, and in whoſe: 
.« communion he ſeems willing to remain, take upon him 
e the office of an Evangeliſt, or Itinerant Preacher af dhe 
« Word.” Here, abſurdity itſelf is not refuſed, if is may 
but ſerve the purpoſe of exciting prejudioe. That the. 
ſentiments in queſtion might be received as evidenoe that 
the profeſſed Preſbyterian who publiſhed them; was guilty! 
of attempting to undermine Preſbytery, is was neceffary to 
ſpeak of them as being arffully concealed. The doctrine 
which they teach, however, is plainly held for. But that 
plain exhibition is not to be ſeen, until it be viewed, and 
reviewed, and more elgſely reviewed: After all theſe elabo- 
rate, and repeated ſurveys of an object, at once ſo-artfully 
concealed, and fo plainly held forth, it has at laſt been 
found poſſible to miſrepreſent it. Never was it for a 
moment ſuppoſed, far leſs hinted, by the moſt zealous 
We advocates for Lay-Preaching, that any man might preach - 
the Goſpel of Chriſt. Without real Chriſtianity, and a 
degree of ability for the ſervice, no man whatever, let his 
pf 9 1 5 e ever ſo * ö 
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=_— 
* * 


* 
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e ben e is 
Ie, wid obtain ber beben antun, can have the moſt. m 


_ diſtant title to preach the; Goſpel. | 1 would, theſe prere- 
 quilites' were more” attended to, both. by Lay, and by, 17 
Clerical preachers; and wherever they are found, I ſhall 1 
rejoice. in the Labourer, whether he be claſſed among the 1. 
one, or the other. If ſuch a Labourer be not recogniſed | 1168 
bythe Church to which he belongs, chere may be indeed. 
a fault ſome where, but a queſtion occurs, which has not 
5 determined, whether ſhall we blame the Labour- 
ping thruſt forth from obſcurity by the Lord of the 
harveſt, has burſt unhallowed fetters, or the Church, which 
ie ignorant of the gifts and graces of her members, indif- 
fetent to chem when they are known, and more ready to 
reſtrain than to encourage their exertion? If, on the 
__ other hand any man go forth to preach, who has no 
Chriſtianity, or no gifts for the work; unleſs he be pro- 
tected by clerical privilege, the flaw in his right will 
jan appear. Whatever indeed be the character un- 
der Which a preacher preſents himſelf; he will ſoon be 
diſoovered by the infallible teſt of our Saviour's touch- | if 
None... ee Beware of falſe; prophets, which come to you 11 
in ſheep's clothing, but inwardly they are ravening 1 
r welpes. Le ſnall know them * 12 fruits. if Inte Py 
| rien? 16, Sj 4. 
"Id ene the HER 3 . 
ſeems to be ſomething, which though not indeed plainly — 
held Forthy. may nevertheleſs be intended to produce an 1 
effect. This Lay-Preaching patron, © then officially acted | 
« under a ſolemn engagement to maintain the Diſcipline 
* of the Church of Scotland.” It was not in charity 
thought, «that he would have attempted to undermine 
« any radical principle in the conſtitution of that Church, 
oy: while he remained i in her connection, or till he had j *. | 
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Are theſe phraſes contrived for the ſuggeſtion of injurious | 
inference? They arc cereainly notuntit fot anſwering the 
di ſhonourable purpoſe. . The Gentleman acted 
„This may mean ſimply that he acted as a Miniſter; but 
it will alſo ſuggeſt; eſpecially in its preſent conmetion, 
and with its typographical dreſs, that his having acted in 
| that capacity is to be conſidered, rather as che oftciifible 
attendance upon the neceflary buſinefs of Office, than the 
hearty and confcientious regard for its functions. Agaid, 


4 he then actedꝰ in this ways This alſo has the 


of ſerving a double uſe. It may fimply allude to the fact, 
that the Gentleman has left the Church of Scotland, or 


| r 


tained by certain Clergymen in laſt General Aﬀe 
dat if a man did once take upon him che vows of * 
nation; and afterwards leave the Church which had in. 
poſed them, no pretext of conſcientious changs of enti- 


ment could redeem him from the tremendous acouſation 


- of perjury. Finally, from what; it is ſaid, was not thought = 
| he would do, while he remained in the connection of the | 
Church of Scotland, or till he had withdrawn' his ſub- 
„ Eeription. from her formula; it ſeems to be taken for 
.. granted, not only, that he was found to be doing fo be- 
ore, but that now he is confeſſedly, or rather profeſſedly, 


. artempting to undermine her conſtitution, If Mr. R. 


| ſhould difavow theſe inferences; I would allow it poſſible, 
chat he never intended they ſhould be drawn; but ſince 
it cannot be doubted that his words ſuggeſt them, they 
e WT OR | 


ans e or tri El Wy ſo- 
. tranſaction, or for our faithfulneſs in the diſcharge 
N be ah yan 
and awe; A | 
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* | ch mars allzhe ue and aki 
" $ xmbling ſenſe of the deccitfulneſs 
he | and 3 of my heaft, and with ſhame 
. _ and;ognfullon of face upon xpviewing uy palt life, elpe- 
ut Te. cially, t more ſerious and impreſſive ſcenes. of 1 itz I 
n, Fame f ward xelyQantly to make a proteſtation, which 
in celhty alone Ca. ever jultify, - which neceſſity alone h 
je Has been able to produce. Ius not conſcious. of infin- 
ne crit) when 1 tgok aßen me the vows of Preſbyterian 
in, erding ation, or of deügned cranſgreſnon, or neglect of 
ge 5 While 1. acted officially as a Miniſter of the Church 
Kr, Scotland. Upon a change of ſentiment 1 refigned my 
or | Wan; and until I learn the means: of human immu- 
in⸗ | tabilixy; on t che one hand, or the holinefs of official hypo- 
ty, aſy.o on the other, 1 will maintain the lawfulneſs and 
di- ide duty of that which I' did, my vows of ordination 
. 5 notwithitanding. The change 1 have, fpoken of was a 
Ni. _ Zradual event. Had i it been inſtantancous or ſüdden, it 
lon 1 Fight well haye- been imputed to raſhneſs and levity. 
ht | - While my {cruples were growing, the ſtate of my mind 
the ish no doubt appear, both from my public diſcourſes, 
ub- iy public. Writings, and my private converſation: Tv 
for. 1 have aygided this, would have deprived me of the aid 
be- 'I of friendly advice, as well as have required a faculty of 
ly, * dilhmulation which 1 pray t to God | may never poffeſs. 
R. i But I can truly lay, that to the hour of my refignatibn 1 
ble, | did not once, to my knowledge, violate a fingle obliga- 
nce | 12 to wich. 1 I bes fin good by the vows that were 
hey * me. E - | 8 By Ns.” 
| "Thaw 45905 declaration is 1 uch 2 a nature, hit 
91 ' evidence of the greater part of it, the public can be pre- | 
rge ſented only with my bare word. An "itnpartiat public 
lity wall readily allow, that à bare wotd is fufficient for de- 
1 fence, while a 2 went, or #1 oblique hint, is all that 


S8 


* 


* 


1 z, ; 
can be uſed for aceifation. Nor will ne! . 


| be found wanting, in the ſimple, unlaboured narrative f 


truth. But if indeed my behaviour muſt be called fo cri- 
minal, and my reſignation itſelf a very act of perjury, - 
how came it to paſs, that the Preſbytery of Edinburgh 
were ſo pacific and harmonious in allowing me to eſcape 
their reprobation? I fimply informed them that I deemed 
it my duty to withdraw, and reſpectfully aſked them to 
accept my reſignation. I did not come forward with a 


Manifeſto of defiance: as little did 1 deprecate their in- 

N quiries, or their vengeance. My reſi gnation however was 
accepted, apparently às a matter of oourſe; for aught 1 
know, without heſitation, and without a ſingle diflenting 
voice. Here there is ſurely ſomething at leaſt like; a ne- 


gative teſtimony i in my fayour. I had no quarrel with 
the Preſbytery, and the Preſbytery had no quarrel with 
me. What a contraſt is there between this fact, and the 


hoſtility that has been ſince ſo ſtrongly manifeſted by 
other individuals, and other courts of the ſame Church! 


Was I better known by Mr. R. at Cambuſlang, or any 


| of my accuſers before him, than by the aggregate body 


of that radical court under whoſe immediate ihſpection 
I then lived? Will Mr. R. ſay, that the Preſbytery of 


5 Edinburgli were partial to Lay-preaching, or to the crime | 
of patroniſing it? Were thoſe regular Judges. fo deficient | 


In their duty, that he muſt riſe up from afar, in all the in- 
novating and reſtleſs ſpirit of the age, /elf autboriſed, and 
merely becauſe be thought himſelf qualified for the byjmeſs, to 


aſſume their juriſdiction, to reviſe their proceedings, to 
correct their errors, and to pronounce a merited, but ne- 


glected deciſon? Or will he force upon us the harſh 


concluſion, either that they ſo deſpiſed a weak brother, 
of whom they had charge, as to think him unworthy their 
notice; or conſidered it the policy of prudence to let him 


Ay go, * he | make] admonition 1 was me- 


13 
ditated, in a higher judicatory, together with all the in- 
 veltives which” ſhould there be pronounced, might be 
fulminated againſt him, without giving him a proper 
opportunity of defending himſelf, or of ſo much as de- 
manding the production of that pretended evidence, 
1 they knew would not bear to be publicly ſeen. 


Py whatever I was 8 it . to be taken for 

| granted, that now I am confeſſedly attempting to under- 
mine the Church of Scotland. Moſt certainly I avow 

myſelf a decided Diſſenter. If I did not, I ſhould be 

ſelf-condemned for my departure from a National Church, 

which, ſo far as I know, is as good as any inſtitution of 


the kind, in all the world. I am a Diſſenter, becauſe I 
think Chriſtianity ſuffers, when civil privileges are claimed 


by any denomination of Chriſtians, in their Church ca- 
pacity: I am moreover a Diſſenter from the Church of 
Scotland, becauſe I am not convinced of the divine right 


. Preſbytery. A Diſſenter, however, and an under- 


mining Diſſenter, are as different, as a Churchman, and 
a perſeruting Churchman. If I am accuſed of exerciſing 
private judgment, of acting according to the dictates of 
my own conſcience, of preaching Chriſtianity to thoſe 
who chooſe to hear me, referring to the Seriptures as my 
authority and the ſtandard of my faith, and to the teſ- 
timony of my neighbours for the character of my morals; 
if theſe things conſtitute guilt, or infer ground of ſuſ- 
picion; « Tam not careful to anſwer in this matter. If 
e it be ſo, my God whom I ſerve is able to deliver me 
« from the burning fiery furnace, and he will deliver 
te me out of my accuſers* hands. But if not, be it known 
«unto them, that I will not ſerve their gods, yon wor- 

- « ſhip the golden image which they have ſet up.” Any 
farther charge, with whatever ſolemnity it be made, muſt 
recoil with infamy on' their own heads, while I anſwer 

6:2 
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"wk Paul, & Neither can they prove the as a. 
« of they. now accuſe, me. But this I confeſs, that after 
ce the 7 which they < call hereſy, if worſhip. I the God 
« of; my athers, believing all ings . which are written. 
ge in the law and the prophets. And have hope towards h 
ce God, which they themſelves alſo allow, that there 
« ſhall he à teſurrection of the dead, both of the juſt and 
7 unjuſt. And herein do I exerciſe myſelf, to have al - 
ways a conſcience void of offence toward God, and 
«toward men.” Adg/xxiv, 13. When J bear of plots 
and conſpiracies againſt the Church and the State, of 
engines to ſap the foundation, of the one, and attempts - 
to undermine the conſtitution of the other; and ben. 
theſe diabotical works of darkneſs are imputed to me, 
either directly or confequentially, nat, by the 1 
but by men Who proſeſs to be the diſciples of Chriſt, 
and of ſome of whom I haye been accuſtomed to hope 
begter things; ; then indeed it is only. i in the hiſtory of 
my bleffed Saviour, that I can find at once a parallel to 
my injury, and a an effectual relief ſrom my excruciating 
pain. Remember, faith he, 6 the word that I-ſaid 
* unto you, the feryant is not greater than the Lord. 
« If they have perſecuted me, they will alſo perſecute 
« "IO Falſe witnefſes did rife up; they laid to my 
things that 1 knew. not. They rewarded me 
ec 1285 for good, to the ſpoiling of my ſoul f.“ For it was : 
| «not an enemy that reproached me, then T could have | 
« borne it; neither Was it he that hated me, that did 
, =P I... magnify himſelf againſt me, then I would haye hid ; 
== 15 « myſelf from him. But it was thou, a man, mine 
== « equal, my guide, and mine acquaintance, we took 
n feet counſel together, and walked unto the houſe 
„een en company. Bleſſed are ye when men 
1 ' hall revile you, and perſecute N ang. ſhall ſpeak 4 
BET: ' ASP. + Pal. v. xx. 1. | 400684676, * 
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1 „. mgnigs cf. evil againſt you al sxEr for my fake; 
40 Rejoice and be excceding glad; for great is your re- 
« ward- in heaven: for fo perſecuted they the prophets 
« n before ada Maut. v. It. 14. 


* 9 
8. 


8 3 of Mr. R.'s mode of attack, 


combined with a very awkward attempt at defence, will 
be found in a note, p. 24. See Miſhonary Magazine, 
Vol. III. No. XXI. Pages 6g and 70, publiſhed at 
« Edinburgh, Feb. 1798. As I will have occaſion to 


« allude to this work, it is certainly proper to ſtate what 
te the Editors have, I believe, declared, that it was never _ 

« publiſhed under the authority of any Miſonary Society 
* in this country, but by a certain individual or more 
« who were connected with them. Thoſe Societies 


.* allow no Miſſionary to go forth to Heathen lands, 25 
0 from. them, or with their approbation, without exami- 


«© nation by Miniſters of the Goſpel and other Managers. 
«© The Glaſgow Miſſionary Society, in particular, preſcribe 
a courſe of ſpecial ſtudy to thoſe who offer themſelves 


4 ag Catechiſts for the Heathen, But how far that work, 


« bearing a name ſo popular, and. publiſhed as it was 
& under the inſpection of a Miniſter then in eonnection 
ec with the Church of Scotland, may have, eventually, or 


e deſignedly, tn the way for a new Sect in the land, 


« acknowledge I have not information fuhoent * 
« . * 0 


1 dis not into the propriety of ating anew what 


5 was explicitly declared, once and again, by the Editors 


of the Miſſionary Magazine. But I, queſtion the con- 
 iſtency of attempting to condemn Lay Preaching, and as 
che ſame time, to juſtify. Mitnary Socictiet. On Ms. 


- 
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16 % 


R's principles, they muſt both be es "It is in 
rain to plead that thoſe Societies allow no Miſſionary to 


go forth to Heathen lands, as from them, tor with their 


approbation, without examination, and that by Miniſters 


of the Goſpel, as well as other Managers. It is equally 


in vain to claim for the Glaſgow Miſftonary. Society, in 
particular, the merit of a practice, by no means peculiar 


to them, that of preſcribing a courſe of ſpecial ſtudy to 
thoſe who offer themſelves as Miſſionaries. Nor will it 
at all mend the matter to give. thoſe Miſſionaries the 


Sos title of Catechiſts to the Heathen. Pleas like 
theſe will de regarded as a very ſlender ſubterfuge, by 


confiſtent High Church-men of any deriomination; and 


Mr. R. has been taking a vaſt deal of pains, to deprive 
| himſelf, and his friends, of the benefit of their ſhelter. 


The firſt queſtion with him ſhould be, What are theſe 
Miſſionary Societies? 1 ſuppoſe, it will be allowed, that 
L anfwer preciſely in the ſpirit of his Pamphlet, when I 


fay, They are ſelf-conſtituted and ſelf-authoriſed Aﬀo- 


ciations, which can ſcarcely fail to unite with the inno- 


rating ſpirit of the age, conſiſting of Clergymen, Lay- 


men, Elders, Deacons, Probationers, Lay- Preachers, Va- 


grant Teachers of Sunday Schools, Private Chriſtians, 
| Members, of the, Eſtabliſhed Church, Members of the 
| Seceſſion, Members of the Relief Church, and—horrible! 
O horrible Members even of the diſorderly Tabernacles, 


The next queſtion is, What do theſe Miſſionary Societies 
take it upon them to do? Mr. R. admits, They © allow 
« Miſſionaries to go forth to Heathen lands, as from them, 


« or with their approbation:” a clumſy eircumlocution, 


intended ſeemingly to be a cautious way of acknowledg- 
ing the fact, that the Miſſionary Societies ſend Miſſionaries 


abroad, and ſet them ſolemnly apart to their work. 


Well, but do theſe Societies do any thing more than ſend 
Miſſionaries? Yes, it is admitted, nay pleaded in their 
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Ates that they now no Miſſionary to go forth to 


Heathen lands, as from them, or with their approbation, 
without examination by Miniſters of the Goſpel, and 


other Managers: that is, (for the paſſage does need a 
commentary)theſe Societies, beſides referring Miſſionaries 


to the reſpective Churches to which they may belong, 


for ordination, (a plan which was at leaſt projected) inſiſt 
upon it as indiſpenſible, that their Miſſionaries ſhall be 
examined by other Managers, by men, whether Clergy- 
men or Laymen, of one Church or another, appointed 


for the purpoſe from among their own mixture, and that 


by the ſelf-conſtituted authority of their multifarious 
aſſociation. Emboldened perhaps by the ſuppoſed ſtrength 


of this general apology, Mr. R. now becomes ſomewhat 


communicative. He tells us, that one of the Miſſionary 


Societies, 3 in particular, goes even a ſtep farther, at leaſt 


with regard to Catechiſt Miſhonaries: they « preſcribe a 


& courſe of ſpecial fudy to thoſe who offer themſelves as 
« Catechiſts for the Heathen.” If, in addition to the 
above information, Mr. R. will have the goodneſs to tell 
us what-we ought to think of a Catechiſt, we ſhall be able 
in return to tell him, what he ought to think of the whole 
miſſionary ſyſtem. 4 Catechiſts,“ ſays Mr. R.“ «are 
6 Fasel. They poſſeſs delegated, but limited autho- 


« rity.” Theſe concluſions he deduces from the doctrine, 


that they can be ordained by none but Miniſters of the 


word, in their regular, eccleſiaſtical, judicial capacity. 
And I ſhould ſuppoſe, he will not deny that the ſame 
power, which alone can delegate, is that alone which can 
limit the authority of this ſubordinate . eccleſiaſtical cha- 


4 racter, or even preſcribe for it the previous courſe of 
ſpecial ſtudies. —Let any man now read Mr. R.'s Pamph- 


let, * then 892 whether, inſtead of attempting to defend | 
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.* 
the May el he ought not, even 13 1 own 
- account of them, to brand their general procedure, and 


their" very conſtitution, as being —— with diſorder, 
and lacrilegious olurpation. 


1. Yield to no man living, i in concern for Hs cauſe 
of Miſfions, or in joy at the ſucceſs of the Mitfic jonary 
by Societies. I am ſenfible, however, that a Church 'of 

Chriſt, is, ſtrictly ſpeaking, the proper, the legitimate 
"Miſſionary Society. Individual Chriſtians ſtand related 
to the Heathen- world; by a tie, which, T truſt in God, 
| they will never diſoon; but Chriſtian Churches haye the 
moſt immediate right to claim for their Maſter the re- 
demption of the purchaſed poſſeſſion. When individual 
Chriſtians hear the cry of the Heathen, and are called 
upon ts ſeparate, « or aſſociated exertion, in their fayour, 
they will naturally fay, as Boaz to Ruth, t It is true, 
* that I am thy near kinſman: howbeit there is a kinſ- 
ee man nearer than J. If he will perform unto thee the 
29 be of a kinſman, well, let him do the kiufman's part; 
: t if he will not do che part of a kinſman to thee, 
1 then will I do the part of a kinfntan to thee, as the 
Lord liveth.” | When the propoſal is made, were not 
"the practical anſwer of the kinſman, in queſtion, too ſimi- 
lar to the firſt part of the anſwer of the kinſtnan alluded 
to, Miſnonary Societies, in their preſent form, had never 
been known. But if the hearer Kinſman will ſay of the 
n &« cannot redeem it for myſelf, left I mar 
mine own inheritance,” why is he willing that it ſhould | 
utterly periſh? why does he not add to the near kinfman 
rho is after him, and who is willing to comply, « Re- 
i deem thou my right to thyſelf, for I cannot redeem it?” 
Con fuck grounds we may apologiſe for the Miffionary 
Societies, and in doing ſo, we ſhall cover the multitude of 
fins, which are ſo induſtriouſly "_ againſt Lay- 
| Preaching a 
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1 Iris not a little curious to obſerve a zealous champion 
4 for eccleſiaſtical regularity, f ſo willing to ſlur a ſcheme, in 
', which perhaps he happens to be perſonally concerned, 
although on his profeſſed ſyſtem an intolerable enormity; 
while the object of his ſlander, the Patron, and example 
e of diſorganiſation and anarchy, has, with all his partiality 
ds for the ſame ſcheme, confeſſed from the very beginning, 
pf its anomalous character, and its ſecondary merits. Iri 
* proof of this fact, let me be indulged with a quotation 
al from my Sermon in Defence' of Miſhons, which was 
d, preached before the Edinburgh Miſſionary Society in 
de February 17975 and rd in the coun NE __ ſatne 
8 your: EY FM 
al | 
oy « To cure them of paar and to produce pupil 
Ny « tion, let every religious community obſerve, that the 
* A very exiſtence of ſocieties for propagating the gofpel, 
* « is an evidence of the deficiency of conſtituted churches. 
4 1 Had they not all been wanting in zeal, or in abilities, 


« or both, ſuch ſelf-created inſtitutions would not bave 
Xs « taken place. It is indeed very remarkable, that while 


** all churches have profeſſed to imitate the primitive | 
we « model, they have almoſt all agreed to neglect a very 


« conſpicuous part of it, the deſtination of a proportion 
ed « of miniſters to the labours of itinerancy, This cer- 
o « tamly ſhould not be neglected ſo long as the diffuſion 
* « of the goſpel remains incomplete; and yet, while ec- 
we « clefiaſtical judicatories are buſied every day about the 
* * ſettlement of miniſters in formed congregations, and 


4 Kt where a temporal proviſion for their maintenance is 
5 « ſecured, the ſending of Miſhonaries is almoſt unknown 
A | hen it does happen, i it originates, not ſo much i in the 
wo «zeal of the conſtituted authorities of the church; as in 
. « that of individuals who aff6ciate for the purpoſe of 


« prompting them to their duty; and the office of 4 
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10 ere regarded as wild enthuſiaſts, and ate fome- 
« times, in fact, very ill qualified for the important taſk. 
It cannot be. pleaded, that there is a want of preachers; 
for where; proper means are uſed, there will. always be 
« a- ſupply proportianed to the demand. Neither can 


want of, reſources. be pleaded; for certainly, a church 
_ © has the lame reſources. which, a ſociety has. Experi- 
- * ence bas always ſhewn that Chriſtians ate willing to 


e contribute towards the propagation pf the goſpelz and 
I contributions might, in general, bo raiſed with greater 


_ « advantage by a church than by any other body of men 


Let us confeſs, then, that the zeal of individuals has 


& often ſurpaſſed the zeal of the churches of Chriſt in 


be their collective capacity; and let thoſe churches beware 


4 0 preferring cumberſome, and lifeleſs forms of pro- 
e cedure to duties of real importante, which have been 
A. much neglected. Miſſionary | Societies were called for 


, by he commanding voice of neceſſity. Let chem be 
- :oquntenaneed. by. the lovers of Jeſus and of {quls, until 


* che churches bt reſtored to primitive harmony and 


=. vigour. And let it not be unnoticed, that by the ſame 

4 principle upon which we juſtify a Miſſionary Society, 
$4 n e mult approve. of other voluntary. miſſionary under- 
linge, Would God! that all the Lord's people 


were prophets, and that the Lord would put his Spirit 


upon them.“ Manz, it is ſaid, ſhall run to and fro, 


nd knowledge ſhall be. increaſed. But hitherto our 


8 6 Hingrant erangrbſts ſoem to be neither ſulficicntly nu- 8 
e merqus nor reſpectahle. The harveſt truly is plen- 


4*-tegus, but the labourers are few. Pray ye. therefore, 
« the Lord of the harveſt, that he will as fart eons 


8 W Matt. ix. 37. WE | 
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Fe the end of his abortive attempt to deſenti the Mil- 


dann Societies, Mr. R. comes round with a back ſtroke 


upon the Miſſionary Magazine. % How far that work, 
« bearing a name ſo popular, and publiſhed as it was 


cc under the inſpection of a Miniſter then in connection 


« with the Church of Scotland, may have, eventually, 


« er deſignedly, prepared the way for a new gect in the 


1. Jand, 1 edktiowiedge I have not information ſufficient 


to determine.” Here nothing is afferted, but room is 


left fer ſuppoſing any thing, at leaſt any thing that is bad. 
Brent and manifold are the advantages of this kind of 


management. In the firſt place, the affailant, whatever 
reception he may meet with from his adyerfary, is fure 
of an eaſy and a ſafe retreat. He does not commit him- 


| elf. In the next place, he avoids the odium of ſeeming 


to exaggerate, and leads his readers to believe, that what- 


ever he does poſitively affert, muſt be demonſtrably true, 


fince he feems {6 conſcientious in diſtinguiſhing between 


his teſtimony, and his conjectures. Nor will his apparent 
diffiderice, be readily aſctibed to the uncertainty of his 


_ Fuggeſtion, but rather to che meeknef and modeſty of his 
nature. Thus, a hint will with many go farther than a 


"libel, and be catched at, as a cue, which is to lead them 
. A 


"Tas publication of * Michary ND 1 3 


: Miniſter then of the Church'of Scotland has already been 


explained. Its popular name is nothing to its prejudice, 


net it ein be ſhewn,, that it wasuſed for a cover; Thus 
| there is no En in the popular name of a Preacher, if he 


dean fay that he has not ſought popularity to gratify am- 
dition, or to obtain beneſice. But a'name can never 


be called a pretext or a cover, in a work that is abſolutely 


8 free from eoncealinent. In all the volumes of the Mif- 


fropery Magatine, it will be Ufficult- ro -GoNeft" 5. 
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ſingie note before us. The unpardonable an, indeed, of 
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a ne waß for a new Sect in the land.” When 
we have attended to the nature of the conſequenee here 
| ſuggeſted: as imputable to the Miſſionary Magazine, we 
ſhall be better able to judge, both of the probability of 
the ſuggeſtion, and of. the manner in which it ſhould 
affect the character of that work. The fair meaning of 


Bor, it 8 hand fo for, e or ot 


the word gect, is, „A body of men following ſome par- 


ce ticular Maſter, or united in ſome tenets,” No Sect, I 


apprehend, of Proteſtant profeſſed Chriſtians will ever 


acknowledge that they call any one Maſter, except Jeſus 


Chriſt. The only juſt idea then of Chriſtian Sect, among 
Proteſtants, While the term is uſed ſimply, without 4 ap- 
preciating the ſpecific merits of a given Sect, is that of a 
« body of | men. united in ſome tenets,” In this ſenſe the 


word Sect is perfectly harmleſs, and may be applied with 


equal propriety and reſpect to every diſtinct ſociety of 


Chriſtians, whetherat home, or abroad, whether eſtahliſned 


by civil law, and conſtituting what is called a National 
Church, or arranged under the comprehenſive title of 
Diſſenters. Thus, Mr. R. belongs to one gect, and 1 


belong ta another. Neither of us on this account, de- 
ſerves either praiſe, or blame; at leaſt not till it be aſcer - 


tained which gect is preferable, It is true, indeed, that 


_ the exiflence of Sefts in the Church of Chriſt, which 1d 
© one, although often overruled hy. him for good, is a ſtrik-. 


vg. proof of our ignorance: and depravity; it calls for 

general humility and mutual forbearance; and yen. 
quicken,our « deſire for that bleſſed world where we ſhall 
ade n hw. nod * ſee en face, know: 


92 


23 0 
ing even as we are known. If, therefore, by uſing the 
word Sect, Mr. R. meant merely to ſtate the fact that a 
certain diſtinct Chriſtian Society had been formed; his 
language would have been innocent, if not even edifying. 
But the ſpirit of the paſſage brooks not the interpretation. 
It ſeems, indeed, to be a prevailing fault among the 
members of his Sect; that, becauſe they are the majority, 
the claimants, and the poſſeſſors of civil privilege, they 
often apply the term Sect excluſively to others, and 
| ENT as a term of e ee and reproach. 


Be mn 6 


Hor this is « a new: ſeQt o 80 dad the Papiſts at 
the time of the Reformation and to this hour, they per- 
fiſt in demanding of the Proteſtant, « where was his re- 
ligion before Luther ?” I frankly confeſs, however, that 
a new ſect is a remarkable circumſtance. It naturally 
excites inquiry, and even jealouſy; and it ought to be 
improved by every Chriſtian, as a call in Providence for 
great ſearchings of heart. But if all this commotion be 
at once aſcribed to the occaſion of it, the concluſion is 

haſty and unwarrantable. A previous queſtion. ſhould 
be. patiently and impartially. conſidered, Whether does 
the blame TCC 
the old-oncs 4 | | 


7 ͤr wwT Bm 0s 


"TE no. eaſes! perbepn of this cubare; will the ſolution 

of ſo complicated a queſtion be eaſy. On the one hand, 
many are given to novelty and change: on the other, 
many are bigottedly attached to exiſting uſage. With 
ignorance may he found obſtinacy and pride, no leſs fre- 
quently and ſtrongly than fickleneſs and vanity. The 
calls of ſelf-intereſt may alſo lead both ways. Nor 

| ſhould conſcience be excluded from either fide. In ad- 

| dition to theſe things, there are the yearnings of affeo- 
bon, the-paroxyſms of wrath, the en trials of * 
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AA e e ths beintal Wu Neg bo on 
are | borne even by the pious with various ſuecefs. 
in ſhort, it is likely there will be faults on bock ſides. 
Ipftead therefore of prejudging the queſtion by a con- 
temptuous appellation, the Chriftian ſhould eonſider it 
as a ſubje& of extreme delicacy, requiring the utmoſt 
poſſible tenderneſs of inquiry, 2 me yn un 
Gag HR TG N 


| eee of its 
enemies. Its diſadyantages exceed the powers of calcu- 
lation. Having every thing to arrange, and unseeuſtomed 
as yet with their new ſituation, the moſt ſanguine members 

of it can hardly hope to avoid many faults at leaſt of in- 
experience; yet the eyes of malignant perſpicacity faſten 
keenly upon them; many arts are uſed to multiply the 


| ; manifold oecaſſons of variance, and to increaſe the ani- 
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moſity even of ſtrife z at all events, they have not had 
time. to ſhew- themſelves. to the world, and to eſtabliſh 
their character by che fruits of their practice. In a fitu- | 
ation ſo-oritical, the whiſper of jealouſy may be fatal as 
the poniard of the deadly affaflin. Never was the dan- 

: ber uf what is new grouter than in the eventful period of 
15 the preſent times. Some novelties have lately been per- 
nicious and alarming; of courſe ſuſpicion readily falls 
vpon noyelty of every kind. Mr. R. and many of his 
elerical brethron have been eager to ſeize this extraneous 


a advantage of the day, and to mingle it with the. merits of 
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_ theological diſcuſſion,” The policy of this management 

zs 26 powerful as apparent. While Mr. R. 's criticiſing 

are perhaps ſcarcely read, his oblique charges of confpi- 

may, ſeditlen, or mere innovation, however unwarranta- 

ble, uncandid, or ambiguous, will at leaſt have the ten- 
deney to diſparage the character, to mar the comfort, 
10 injuro the circunrſtances, and to abridge the liberty of 
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his ſalpetted: opponents. Alas, Mr. — 
Charity ſuffereth long and is kind; charity envieth 
« not charity raunteth not itſelf, is not puffed up, doth 
« not behave itſclf unſeemly, ſeeketh not her own, is 
& not eaſily provoked, thinketh no evil, rejoiceth not in 


* iniquity, but rejoiceth in the truth, beareth all things, 


FF 
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| Bur this. is cc tential an the land.” 80 there's 
party, if they had lived in another country? Would he 
have ſtrained ſo hard to-confute one of their ſubordinate 


| opinions, if their exertions were confined to a diſtant 


part of his own country ? A fair attack upon their prin- 
ciples might indeed be the duty of a conſcientious o- 
whoſe ſituation enabled him to obſerve their pro- 
gert; but dark inſinuations againſt their fincerity axe 
the offepring/ of rivalſhip, the reſources of raucous. 
The trial of our love is the love of our neighbour. AA 
we cannot endure to dwell with ſects in the land, we 
a 
e e 0 
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1 nA». e home: upen the Elings of . 1 


" Honey Maginher wot. the horns. of 2 dilemma. Their 


has had this effect, 4 eventually, or defignedly.” 
deſign. of the Editors has already been explained. 


; Dee 
ſuch as Mr. R. ſuppoſes. Nor will the Editors be ſarry 


at this eventual cirevanitance, anti e * 
. eee | 
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| Seck. Bas, I muſt candidly own'I am at a/Joſs too, and 
that for the following reaſons. I am not only ignorant 


What number of men, women; and children may have 


read the Miſhonary Magazine, and what degree of credit, 


uss readers may have given "it; but I am conſident that 


that Magazine has not had the honour,'or the guilt, ex- 
eluſively, of preparing the way. Other cauſes certainly 


have co-operated to the ſame effect, and it is difficult to 
eſtimate the-influence of each. For example, I have not 
information ſufficient to determine how far this way may 
have been prepared, by the exiſtence of different Sects 
in the ſame Church, and ſometimes in the fame Collegiate 


charge; by the diſcordant (Prone ma the wild and mo- 
derate parties in the Churchof Scotland; by their frequent 


yy ſquabbles and their occaſional 2 by the increaſing 


violence of the profeſſedly moderate, and the increaſing 
tameneſs of their miſnamed opponents; by miniſters acting 


5 under the law of patronage while they affect to diſapprove 
of it; by che inceſſant occafioti of triumph which this in- 


conſiſtency affords to their mercileſs moderate brethren; 


by the avowed maxim of many modern eccleſiaſtical leads 


ers, better have Seceders out of the church chan in the 


| ; py” church,” -with the various meaſures to which it gives 


riſe; by the regulations relative to Chapels of aſe; 


by wreſting from miniſters the command of their pul- 
pits; by the late Paſtoral Admonition ; by the . . 
of that Admonition; and by the Reſolutions 1 
| | Vagrant Teachers and Sunday Schools.” But above all, 
Bs beſides theſe, and many ſimilar prediſpoſing cauſes for a 


new Sett, I really have not ſufficient information to de- 
termine, hom far the way may not have been prepared 
for it, by the bleſſing of God upon the means of his 


grace; by ſcriptural views of the nature of Chriſt's king- 
; SO AAR OLE by love to Chriſt, by 
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FR Jove o the brethren, by forsand by ply for perthin 
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dit, 1 © WY EW Ny EA; We rule 5 * 
chat Ov remaining Animadverſions on Mr. R.'s perform- 
er- ance ſhall be eee ee e waged 
inly . | 

t to 2 libs, 1, 
not l 4 not e ho far the dodtrine of bees 
may + (en ing, in the full ſenſe of that word, may be followed 
ects out by any party which has ariſen in this country. 
iate Men will often hold in theory, whit they find ĩt impoſ- 


682 . ſible, or inexpedient, to reduce to practice. While, 
nt s thergfore, they give it out, as the right of all Chriſtians, 
bing «to preach the Goſpel, they may, conſiſtently enough, 
ing cc require a degree of preparation, in thoſe whom they, 
ting e ag a Society, particularly ſupport i in the exerciſe of that 
awe =. right. At the ſame time, it is clear as noon-day, that 


in. 
1 


& a any ſyſtem which holds forth a flight preparation as 
en; << neceſſary for the Miniſtry, tends'to degrade that office 
ai. « in the eyes of mankind; and js likely in the end to 
the | terminate i in another ſyſtem, in which any few indivi- 
"= & duals may erect themſelves into a Church, and mutu- 
. ally adminiſter the ordinances of the Goſpel to one 
pul- . 43 5 A 
2 , | can Pn: 

; Coins careful Sas men may be in * adinif. 
= 42 ſion of members, opinions which ſome of them have 
"5 C propagated, can ſcarcely fail to unite with the i innovat- 
de 41 ing ſpirit of the age. Men naturally transfer into 
ared « Religion thoſ, o opinions which they entertain upon 
„his « Politics. It is ſcarcely to be ſuppoſed, that any who 
ing- . thought themſelves wiſe enough to, direct the helm of 
by « the nation, will continue to bear the reſtraints which 
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.« Preſbyteries, *** 
« ſenters, are in uſe to lay upon them. Retaining ſtill a 
| * farm of piety; they, will, therefore, graſp ut a ſyſtem ſo 

« congenial with their ideas upon another ſubject. Even, 
4 therefore, where the authority of the Parent Society 
does not at all extend, its opinions may have their in- 
4 fluence; rr 
& mental to the peace of every Chriſtian Society, and 
en e ee t, eee e e 


I e e anifing "Sala the * "Sl of 7 
« Preaching, in » religious point of view, have been well 
4 deſcribed by the Rev. Dr. Jamieſon, in his Remarks 
on che Rey. Rowland Hill's Journal. According to 
( that reſpectable wrigers i tends 6 ſupport a prapepual 
4 revolutionary Government in the Church. I may 
4 farther aſſert, that it has a tendency altogether to over- 
« turn the office of a Public Teacher. If every Chriſtian 
| «has a right to preach the Goſpel, he has an equal right 
to diſpenſe every ordinance of Chriſtianiry. 'Thus it is - 
«only for want of an auditory, that the loweſt of the 
& people, do not become prieſts of the high places. But 
<« though none ſhould ſubmit to their Miniſtry, yet who 
. can prevent their exerciſing it to their own families? 
« Can any man queſtion their right, with reſpect to thoſe 
'« over whom God has given them a natural authority. 
. Thus we have reſtored, what the proud Sceptic has 
„long wiſhed to ſee, the Patriarchal age in whichevery 
& man does what is right in his own eyes; and, without 
| dhe controul of any other, acts as prieſt and prophet of 
e his own family. Were not the ſimplicity of the Patri- 
| « archal age, now loſt, we might hope, that the plainer 
I « principles the Goſpel would continue for a time to 
« operate. But from the preſent temper of men, we have 


29 a 

«-till Chriſtianity at laſt retired, and left her unnatural 
« children in the darkneſs of error and of ſuperſtition. 
« Surely the Infidels of the day cannot, without furpriſe, 
« behold religious men aim at that very end, which, by 
« craft or argument, they have been unable to accompliſh; 
« and can ſcarcely fail to applaud a ſyſtem, which, for 
60 hap n aper e e eee 4 LIP | 


tri is umpoſſvle to read this paſſage, without remem- 
bang the bitter complaint of the Pſalmiſt : his words 


tc were ſofter than oil, yet were they drawn ſwords.” 


In the outſet Mr. R. confeſſes his ignorance how far the 


doctrine, which he has been combating, may be followed 
out by any party which has ariſen in this country. Surely 
this confeſſion might have ſhewn him the propriety of 
letting them alone. Inſtead of this, however, he pro- 
ceeds, in his uſual ſtyle of malignant ſuppoſition, to al- 
Jude to thoſe whom he had already branded, as «© a'New 
ec gect in the Land;“ and-afcribes to them a ſyſtem, cal- 


© culated to degrade the office of the miniſtry, to foſter a 


ſpirit of faction, to diſturb the peace of every Chriſtian 
Society, to endanger the beſt intereſts of theſe lands, and 
to ſhew that the men who eſpouſe it, are aiming at that 
very end, which infidels have been unable to accompliſh. 
Thus, upon confeſſed ignorance as to facts, and accu- 
mulated miſrepreſentation as to ſuppoſed practice and 
deſign, Mr. R. has reared a maſs of accuſation, which, 
if it could for a moment be believed, muſt deprive his 
opponents in a theological queſtion, of their property, 
their liberty, and their lives. Nor is even this the worſt. 


; By blackening their character, he would make them a 


proverb, and a by-word, and a hiſſing in the midſt of 
their ſufferings. - He would deprive them of the charity 


of the churches of Chriſt ; he would render them the 


odzecis of diſguſt and horror to every pious mind; he 
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would even deny them the ſympathy that is ſhewn by 


the multitude to ordinary malefactors, and lead every 
one 3 Seeg kill them, 5 be pas page 
_— 45 9 5 ly, A A 4 wp 
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AED what they find it impoſſible, or inexpedient, to reduce to 


practice, is a proof of that ignorance which Mr. R. had 


juſt confeſſed, and on accbunt of which he ought to 
bluſn for his temerity in pretending to ſpeak of them: 


They never held in theory that Chriſtians might preach, 


except in ſo far as they were fit for it; their church or- 


| | Her is calculated to diſcover and aſcettain'this fitneſs ; 


and wherever it i is found, the exerciſe of it, inſtead of 


15 being impracticable, orinexpedient, becomes highly edi- 


fying to the church, as well as uſeful to others. Upon 


this point, ſmall as their experience is, they can never- . bs 
theleſs, where their churches have been formed, ſpeak 


from experience. Nor is the experiment à new one. 


In the fame way, congregational churches have, in every 
age, been ordinarily ſupplied with paſtors. That the 
new ect ſhodld endeavour to inſtitute theological ſemi- 
naries, for the improvement of thoſe whoſe gifts are diſ- 


covered to be promiſing, though little cultivated, is no 


5 practical contradiction of their theory, but the very re- 


verſe. It is a proof, however, that when Mr. R. accuſed 
' them of deſpiſing learning, he knew not what he faid, 


nor whereof he affirmed. Having his judgment warped 
by what he has been accuſtomed. to, he thinks that a 
.. theological ſeminary is a proof, that the New SeQ- re- 


quires & a certain degree of preparation,” in. thoſe whom 


they ſupport; whereas'the fact is, they orily provide for 


| - a certain degree of impryvement in thoſe whom they find, | 
| by experience, to be worth ſupporting. They are not guilty | 
8 FF 
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che miniſtry who dente if. he oaly be free from public 
ſcandal; or of the abſurd tyranny of making every ſtu- 
dent ſtudy for ears, before it be tried by the a N 


| whether bs. Tanke ever * have ſtudied at Wee 


— 5 Mr. R. cc 5 or chem whicwhotds fort a 
« flight pre paration as neceſſary for the miniſtry, tends 
tat degrade that office in the. eyes of mankind.“ Here, 
our ſyſtem, whatever it may be, is ſuppoſed to bold forth 
2 flight preparation as neceflary for the miniſtry, and the 
aſſertion is of courſe applied to it, that it tends to degrade 
the miniſtry. As theſe, and many ſimilar obſervations 
throughout his pamphlet, proceed upon the aſſumption, 
that the members of the New Sectꝰ are patrons of i ig- 
norance;:and even enemies to learning; white Mr. R. 


and his controverſial adherents are no doubt the people 


with whom wiſdom ſhall live and die; I think it may be | 
Nen r to ſearch a little into d the LON of its” 


IAN fo-well convinced of the utility e a 
Miniſter of the Goſpel, that I have often wondered, why 
arguments were thought neceſſary to proye it. Where- 


ver learning really exiſts, in a man otherwiſe qualified 


for the Miniſtry, it will ſhew its on advantages to the 


convictiom of all. This is ſo: manifeſtly true, that when | 


I ſee Clergymen boiſterouſſy declaiming about the neceſ- 


Gty of Learning, for a Miniſter, I am ſtrongly inclinedto 


ſuſpect; either that they want to obtain the reputation of 


more learning than they have, and are attempting to cover 
* their real deficiency, by their oſtentatious pretenfions; or, 


chat their object is; tõ ſecure, not a learned Miniſtry, but 
the privilege of deciding upon the learning of thoſe who 
hall be received into the Miniſtry: No one dilputes the 
advantage of Capital to a Merchant. If a man have 
knowledge of buſineſs, induſtry, integrity, and other pet- 
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e the utility of his Capitat will ſpeak 
for itſelf. The rich merchant has no occaſion for making 
2 diſplay of his opulence, or upbraiding his neighbours 
for their poverty. He leaves theſe arts to the needy ad- 
venturer, who ſeeks to eſtabliſh a credit which he does 
not deſerve, or to the all-graſping monopoliſt, who wants 
m excluſive charter for the trade he purſues. - After all, 

| however, money is only an. inſtrument of commerce. It 

is hard to ſay; how little may be ſufficient/to begin with; 

and daily obſervation proves, that with a very little indeed, 
he man of induſtry and prudence, may go on and proſ- 
per, while the boaſted wealth er aps ee 
e e e e er amet 


"hy Þ abbakice 69: fay, that « a. flight ap We 
« neceſſary for the Miniſtryz” and quite another, that a 
| few opportunities of improvement, are all that circum- 
ſtances enable to afford. This diſtinftion would form a 
ſolid plea for the New Sect, although the opportunities 
which they afforded, were confeſſedly contemptible. 
But as Mr. R. is groſsly ignorant of their whole ſcheme, 
it ill becomes him to expreſs or re eee xn 
| FFC 


\ Maans of Anton. Ng be W Fa yet u not 
contemptible. The Univerſities of England afford greater 
advantages for Literature, than thoſe of Scotland; yet 
men, who have been educated in Scotch Univerſities, 
have perhaps diſtinguiſhed themſelves as much for their 
| eminent. learning, as any who have been educated in 
"Engliſh Univerſities. - Nay, many Diffenters whoſe educa. 
tion has been derived from ſome private obſcure Academy, 


, chayeſhamed whole graduated hoſts in the public ſeats of 
_ , iterature.; Where opportunities are ſmall, the diſad- 
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generally acceſſible, It 

| ever is moſt uſeful in the courſes of Logic, Rhetoric, and 
Moral Philoſophy, may be found by every Engliſh reader, 
in the writings of Reid, Beattie, Blair, and Stewart. As 
to Natural Philoſophy, beſides the numerous rudimental 
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And when a man's ſtudies are directed to a 


Fee time devoted to them, 
his progreſs will ſurely be more remarkable, than when 


he is obliged to attend to many things of queſtionable 
utility, and to teach for his er Ho rr 5 ſhould 
be ſtudying for the Miniſtry. |, | 


Tun ſources of knowledg e have 1 now * more 
not be denied, that what- 


treatiſes on the ſubject, opportunities frequently occur, 


in different places, of attending popular Lectures on it, 
illuſtrated by more numerous experiments than are com- 
Wo monly exhibited in a Univerſity courſe; and it may be 


doubted whether one Divinity Student in ten, is really 


able to follow his Profeſſor through a ſcientific illuſtration 
of the various propoſitions in Phyſics. Finally, where 
' ſhall we find a more ſolid and ample diſcuſſion of all ſub- 


jets in Theology than amongſt our Engliſh Divines? 
What is the meaning, then, of all this ſenſeleſs outery 


about 4 contempt of learning, and an encouragement of 
groſs i ignorance, while the ſources of information are juſt 
zs free to thoſe who are called Lay-Preachers, ; as to thoſe 
"who call themſelves the Regular. Clergy of the Church? 
After all that can be ſaid upon the ſubject, the. profi- 


ciency of individuals will be judged of neither by their 


| opportunities, their perſonal pretenſions, nor even the 
a teſtimony of their brethren, but by the aQual proofs 
f which they give to the public of their reſpectire ability. 


Mr. R may reſt aſſured that I do not wean to keep 
2 af che fubject of languages. Latin is a good 
, IF ſtudy of univerſal Grammar. It opens to us 


— 


_— 
a I * 


34 0 

many * ung of antiquity, and inany works of 
meblogical erudition, though-moſt of them very tedious, 
particularly among the Duteh and Germans. It will al- 
ways be among the accompliſhments of the general ſcho- 
lar. But a man may be d /erned miniſter of the word of 

God, and yet know nothing at all about Latin. He 
may, without Latin, acquire the moſt perfect agquaint- 

5 _ ance with Greek and Hebrew, the original languages of 
5 tlie Holy Scriptures 3 and if, in addition to this, he ac- 
wu, what many Latin ſcholar has not, an accurate 

3 3 a vich bu, mother. wee 1 2 4 


* 1 - * rnd 
— — 


. 


— F 
4 ; 


EOF 5 4 


5 2 1 * - 5 > 
* — e 
e ra eee 


5 


eV 
bY 


* Wb. be 8 of ERIE 19 5 "th A 
ledge of Latin, it will undoubtedly be granted, that it is 
of leſs conſequence for a divine to be i ignorant of it, than 
to be ignorant either of Greek or Hebrew. I know that 
the Church of Scotland requires of her Miniſters to be 
acquainted With all the three, But what i is faid to be the 
fiat ak to this matter?” Will Mr. R. aſfert that one half 
Hk dhe Clergy of the Church of Scotland are really. ac- 
| quainted with their Hebrew bibles? Did he neyer hear 
ol men getting juſt as much Hebrew as might enable them 
by on trials, and then neyer looking more at it of ſome 
| didates getting their Hebrew Pfalm ritten out for 
them i in Roman characters, that they might be able to 
read it? —and of ſome whole Preſbyteries prudently dif- 
| penling with Hebrew trials altogether, leſt the trial ſhould 
| prove too. trying for all parties? If Mr. R. be able to 
Ih —_— all thus, 1 ſhall not contradict him, 1. ſhall even re. 
„ 1 bh ce if 1 fd that N reports are .erroneous* But if 
1 = Fas 2811 10 vs Gat Fecher "NF nord ts 
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modeſty; on the ſubject of literature. Ignorance of either * 
or both the original languages of the Bibie is inexcuſeable „ 


in any man who receives a falary, that he may devote his 
whole life to theological purſuits; and it is particularly 


ſhameful in thote who have had good opportunities, of 
learning them, eſpecially in the preſent times, when ſuch, 


extraordinary exertions have been made, in the way of 


biblical en both Hat the friends * the foes of =, 


| 1 —__ the pig tit the Church of Scotland are 
more generall acquainted with Greek than with Hebrew; 


yet I ſuppoſe it will not be alleged that I do them. injuſtice... 


when I ſay, that their ordinary helps in expounding Scrip- 
ture, are Engliſh Commentaries... Now, 1 ſhould be glad 
to know, if Poole's Annotations, Henry's Commentary, 


Patrick; Lowth, and Whitby, Clarke, Cuiſe, Doddridge, 


and Macknight, may not be read by Laymen, as well as 


| Clergymen?, Nor am I aſhamed. to confeſs, that I have | 
5 often been much more edified, by. the remarks which had 


occurred to a plain man, upon a ſerious. peruſal of his A 


Engliſh Bible; than by NE ed of a Clergyman, who 


hag collected for Mo rl 


eee. 


1 . Ke 3 adv may be abulety | 


aud this will infalkbly be done by, a Chriſtian, Minifter, 
When he makes it his boaſt, or when. 
-- confounding, and vanquiſhing opponents; whom he ſup- _ 
| Poſes to be illiterate... Were there no other fault in this 
conduct, it is ungenerous ta attack an adverſary wich "8 
| weapon, of which he is underſtood to be deſtitute. But, 5 
_ God: has given a deadly wound to hierarchical claims, 


he truſts to it, for 


d M 


. 


bis Iu” Len not che theological bc 
deſpiſe trandaiſons. Atrinflationwas uſed by the Apoſtles 
in their writings of inſpiration. The moſt inaccurate 
tranſlations that have been made of the Scriptures, when 
attentively examined, will be found, even in ſpite of the 
errors held by many of the erakflitors;16/donten che ſub- 
ſtance of the doctrines of ſalvation. And, blefled be God, 
our Engliſh tranſlation is ſo very excellent, that if a man 
hope to carry his point, merely by mangling it, that Scrip- 
ture may ſeem to ſupport extravagance and' Surge ke 

he will r _— kk * en di | 


1 


Or tis truth, | hve rat i ein 4 


inuſtration than in the Pamphlet before me. To produce 


all the abſyrdities of Mr. R.'s critieiſin would be to com- 
5 pile an index to the Work. T ſhall certainly not give my 
_ readers the trouble to review above one of them; yet 1 
think Mr. R. Will have little reaſon to complain, as my 


f _  chojce of an example will few chat I am willing he 


ſhould poſſeſs every poſſible advantage. In Acts wil. 


1.—4. Mr. R. had not to do with one of thoſe paſſages, 


+ which Peter tells us, are hard to be underſtood, but with 
R a plain hiſtorical narrative, written by one of the moſt 
picuous writers in the New Teſtament, and that with 
fuch ſimplicity, that bad no controverſy been affected by 
it, the mind of man would never have dreamed of a dif 
ficulty or a doubt about its meaning. With this eaſy 
taſk, Mr. R. has had the affiſtance of a learned friend. 
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Fan nbich he thinks a little one becauſe it included only. 


one murder and a number of baniſuments. He allows 
that the hiſtorian would naturally flyle that perſecution 
great, though in reality little, which, for a time, deprived. . 
the ſaints at Jeruſalem of ſo many faithful paſtors, But 
whatever apology he may be willing to make for Luke's | 


le, it is obvious: that, in narrating the ſame event, Mr. 


* would not have adopted ſo inaccurate an expreſſion, | 


3 "of is content, e 1 Luke and. our Engliſh 
{tranſlators ſhould: ſhare the fault of ambiguity be- 
' tween them. Accordingly, to make the paſſage in- 
tellgible, he propoſes the following literal tranſlation. 
* And Saul was conſenting to his (Stephen's): death. 

dee, And on that day there was a great perſecution againſt 
« the Church which was at Jeruſalem; and all were diſ- 
« perſed throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, 
ts except the Apoſtles. And. devout men carried out 
© Stephen. to his burial, and made a great lamentation 


over him. As for Saul he made havoc of the Church, 


«entering. inte the houſes, and haling men and women, 


committed chem t to priſon.” In this tranſlation, two 


phraſes, on account, Ip me, of their peculiar import- | 


_ ance, are printed in italic. character, and have the 
correſponding words of the original, ſubjoined in a note. 


Wich regard to the firſt, every ſchool-boy knows, that the 


b Greek word for day, (the whole ſtory may be told with- | 
out the formality of Greek quotations) like its correſpond- 


ing.Engliſh word, may Gighify, either, the time betwgen 


| the riſing and ſetting of the Sun, called the artificial day; 


ox the time from noon to noon, called the natural day; 


_: indefinitely any appointed or fixed time: Which of 


theſe meanings is to be affixed to it, in particular paſſages, 


muſt be pointed. out by che connexion, and by common 


Tens.) ee ha, our Engliſh tranilators have | 
"* th | 


rendered the phraſe where i iccars fit the pattie befors 
us, * at that time,“ underſtanding it as neceffarily in- 
_ cluding à period of fuch duration, as to give” the events 
referred to it, time to take place. Had they uſed Mr. 
RA word, and fad «in that day,” every intelligent 
| feader would have underſtood chem, as ufing the word 
| in its large acceptation; as if one, writing the hiſtory of 
this ſeafon, ſhould at ſome future period fay, «there 
& was a ſeanty Ps. and in that day, there would have 
- © deen great diſt „ Had not large ſubſeriptions been 
| | portation of grain. But Mr. R. infiſts, 
y is never uſed indefinitely in a plain 
hiltorical narration; - If even this were granted, it would 
be neceffary to underſtand the hiſtorian, as telling us, on 
hat day a perſecution began, which, front what he im- 
madiatel) adds, evidently continued to rage for ſomie time 
alter. But Mr: R. will have it that there is no evidence 
Whatever Unje this perten way pt th 
| 1 1 Su e been, Fünen 


8 Fe 


* N00 ww ee hat * Sekai and the 
| boiſſeſuent diſperfon ate referred to the ſame date ? If 
beoch are to he confined to the individual day of Stephen's 
© » martyrdom, che poor exiles muſt have made a notable 
days journey ; for dc on that day,” or more emp 

a8 Mr. R. would read it, „ on the fame day,” all * were 
E anperſed throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria,” 
V. R *$ learning" will perhaps enable him to tell us, ho 
„ was\accompliſtied. | Arguing like him, upon ſuppo- 
tions, it may indeed be ſuppoſed; (at leaſt nothing leſs 
extraordinary will bear him out in his hypotheſis) that as 
de primitive Chriftians, eſpecially-the preachers among 
them, wete prudent men, they muſt have foreſeen the 

* and fecured for themſelves places in the different 
u 3 8 that W 
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ore we deny this; Mr. R. may aſſert, as he does in ano- 
ther place, chat it is incumbent on us to ſhew, at leaſt 
the probability that this was not the caſe; for if it was; 


the proprietors had certainly authority to take into their 
coaches as many paſſengers as they could hold, and they 
may have been conſtructed to hold as many as Noah's | 


ark ; which if it as fo, they muſt have travelled incon- = 
_ ceivably faſter than can be imagined by the illiterate ad- 


vocates for Lay-preaching,' in theſe degegerate days of 
ſloth and retardation. | 80 far therefore from it being pro- 


 (bable, that the diſperſion throughout the regions af Ju- 
dea and Samaria-did not take place on the ſame day with. 
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Br duch er "ue certaia proofs Mr. R. on es. 


/ that, fince the time of Moſes, there has been an order of 


men ſet apart for the public inſtruction of mankind; and 


regularly educated for that office“; that, beſides the 

apoſtles and ſeventy diſciples, the hundred and twenty 
mentioned Acts i. were made up of rulers among the 
Jews, ſuch as Nicodemus and Joſeph of Arimathea+; that 
Church means Clergy, ox at leaſt eccleſiaſtical judicatory t; 
chat Apollos was a ſcribegz and in ſundry other places of 
| higlearneddifſertation,hehasoverthrownthearguments for 
eee ern er cee | 


8 N min hace fan | 


marked that Mr. R. might have the honour to maintain, 


hat nobody ever dreamed of denying; chat, Saul's:en- | 
_ Avring into the houſes, did not ſignify entering into all the 
houſes ; and becauſe the expreſſion could not fairly be 


extended to al, he thinks there is no great harm i in con- 
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Fon, Mr. R. aſſerts it as a matter of courſe, and after 


vapouring throughout a whole paragraph, about abſurdi- 
ties with which his opponents have no concern, he does 


himſelf the pleaſure at the end of it to pronounce the 
modeſt deciſion, that their alleged manner of er 


40 ſhows | a grols ignorance of Snipes”. 


428 Or 


51 a might begivenofMr.R- 5 «ak 


4 ing, from his remarks on this paſſage, but it is time we ſnould 
pay our reſpects to his learned ſriend. This obliging auxili- 


ary having probably reviſed the Section before us, ſeems to 


have been grieved ta find his brother ſo likely to be worſted 
by this ſame troubleſome © ſcattering-abroad throughout 


<« the regions of Judea and Samaria.” Setting his wits. to 


Work, therefore, he produced and ſuggeſted to Mr. R. 
an idea, {o.conſolatory, yea fo tranſporting, that he was 
unable at firſt to judge of its merits. It appeared to 
es me ſo good; ſays he, that for a time L/uſpeFed its truth. 
- This maryellous idea is, that the preachers of the goſpel 
did not leave Jeruſalem, ſo much on account of the vio- 
lence of the perſecution, although Luke ſeems to ſay ſo, 
as in obedience to the command of Chriſt, «when they 


«c. perſecute you in one city, aſlee ye into another,” This 
idea has various recommendations. It may help perhaps 


ta account for the celerity of the diſperſion, becauſe men 

. go quickly on, when they have an inclination for the 
journey. But the quality which ſeems to have endeared 
i to Nr. R. is, that it gives to the diſperſion a character 
2 of regularity, and may make it even admit of the forms 

_ : modern eccleſiaſtical procedure. Diſregarding Luke's 
 aceount, that ĩt took place at the ſame time with the per- 
ſecution, Mr. R. and his learned Friend concęive the 
perſecution to have been 8 | 
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ok their own accord, or in concert with the Apgblet, leſt 
the city, and diſtributed themſelves in every direction. 


Now, all the world will grant, that our Saviour's com- 
mand made their flight warrantable; but that it, rather 
than the perſecution, was the cauſe of that flight, re- 


quires proof. Of the proof produced by Mr. R. this is 


the ſum. The verb rendered « ſcattered abroad, has 


the general ſignification of « ſeparating by whatever 


means; and as there is another verb in the Greek lan- 
guage; whoſe appropriate meaning is to « diſperſe by vio- 
t tence,” therefore we ſhould. not ſuppoſe that the verb 
of general meaning, although allowed to ſignify ſepara- 
tion by whatever means, and immediately connected here 
with a great perſecution, can admit of being ap- 
plied to the particular cafe of violent diſperſion. After 
ſupporting chis concluſion by examples worthy of the 
argument, it is remarked that, among other anomalies in 
language, verbs in a paſſive form may ſometimes have a 
neuter ot middle ſignification. As proof that this has 

happened for once with the very word in queſtion, we 

are told, that, when Pharaoh commanded the Iſraelites 
to make brick without ſtraw,” in conſequence of 
which “ they were feattered abroad, the meaning 
ie, not that they were diſperſed by his perſecution, 

dut that « they n quis accord went in erery 
« direction in queſt of ſtubble.” If this was ſpontaneouſ- 
neſs, what is compulſion? Although, however, the ſoli- 
tary example had been as preciſely for, as it is in fact 
againſt; the cone luſion, that would never have warranted 
the drawing of it, in the caſe before us. Unleſs we 
chooſe to violate every rule of interpretation, and to turn 


exceptions into general rules, we muſt acknowledge that, 
in this paſſage, Luke connects the perſecution and the 


diſperſion as cauſe and effect; and in Acts xi. 19, where 


the ſame word js uſed he chen debe the one to 
vac a 8 
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ſome gentlemen would think of 2 modern perſecution . 


If Mr. R. could make the public believe one half of 
his evil ſurmiſings againſt the · New ect in the land,” 
Lſhould not wonder to ſee popular indignation fo ſtrongly 
excited againſt the Tabernacle congregation of this. city, 


as to occaſion a tumult in which the life of at leaſt one 


individual might be loſt, while the reſt found it neceſ- 
ſary to ſlee from the place, Having a fellow ſeeling with 


the ſufferers, I confeſs. I ſhould: be much inclined, in 


giving an account of the affair, to adopt the ſtyle of Luke, 
and to ſay, % on that day there was a great perſecution 
& againſt the Church; and all were ſcattered abroad. 
But in perfect uniſon with their mode of criticiſing, Mx. 
RK. and his learned friend might allege that by ſuch ex- 
preſſions, the perſecution, if it at all deſerved that name, 


Vas greatly overrated. It was but the tumult of a ſingle 


day. There was only one life loſt, the life of a heretical 


advocate for Lay-Preaching, and as for the flight of he 


_ reſt, they went away of thrir #wn agcord, and the incon- 
 venience ſuſtained by them. was hardly: to be minded, 


hen it might have the ſalutary eſſect of -baniſhing..a 
New get from the land If ſuch apologies could. de 


wade even in che caſe of a riot, what might we not ex- 
pedct to hear, if they ppp e e e 
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re Kennicot, Newcome, Blaney, 
Campbell, and ſevetul others, for illuſtrating, and vindi- 
eating Divin Revelation. The Miniſter of the Goſpel 


will often | derive more aſſiſtance in his work, from 
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43 
expound Scripture with much advantage, by propofing 
an improved tranſlation, which has occurred to him; and 
I believe it will be found that there is no improved tranſlas 
tion of any conſequerice, which will not ſoon commend 
itſelf to the judgment of intelligent hearers, even although 
unacquainted with the original. But if, like the magic 
lantern of the juggler, the preacher's knowledge of lans 
guages, be uſed in a way, that can only confound the 
fGimple and ignorant; if, in the warfare of controverſy, 


his critical faculties be proſtituted to the purpoſes of 2 


mere pop-gun manufactory of exploſion and ſmoke, his 


exertions, However laborious, are contemptible indeed! 


Nor is this all. If the Engliſh reader be given to undet- 


Rand that the plaineſt paſſages of his Bible may be et- 
plained into oppoſite meanings; that great may really be 


little; the events of a week or more, only the ſcene of 


a fingle day; and the diſperſions of perſecution, con- 
certed emigrations of a voluntary nature; what muſt he 


think of all this? what confidence can he any longer have, 


either in the hiſtory, or the doctrines of Scripture? It is 


true, his tranſlation ſays, „Believe in the Lord Jeſus 
'v« Chfiſt, and thou ſhalt be ſaved,” But a little Greek 
might perhaps enable him to alter, if not even to revetſe 
the propoſition. In this ſtate of mind, his only alteriia- 
tive will be, either to pin his faith to the ſleeve of a prieſt, | 
and acquieſce in ignorance as the mother of devotiori; or, 
to withdraw his confidence from the Bible altogether, 
und ſeek what he may be; tempted to reckon the inore 
intelligible inſtructions of ſome othef guide. Such ſeems 
3 me to be tlie evident tendeney of the criticiſms con- 
tained in Mr. R.'s pamphlet. We might ſmile at the 
vanity of the Pedant, if we did not behold JOE 
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« office of the miniſtry in the eyes of mankind ?” | We 


re far from diſregarding the, advantages of learning. 
We conceive it, however, to be the duty of the brethren, 


not to forſake the aſſembling of themſelves together, but 
to exhort one another, that, beſides. mutual edification, 
the gifts beſtowed, by the Head of the Church may be 


diſcovered, exercifed, and approven; that thoſe who have 
received them may be ſet apart to the work of the mini- 


firy; and that while they labour among us, and are over 
us in the Lord, and admoniſh us, we may eſteem them 


| very highly in love for their work's ſake, and be at peace 


among ourſelyes. In this way, ordinarily, we hope to be 


| ſupplied with paſtors and teachers, and we ſhall negleRt 
no means in our power, for making them workmen that 
need not to. be aſhamed. Mr. R. may call this, if he 
- pleaſes, “ admitting ſomething kke a ſtanding miniſtry*;” 


and he may further aſſert, « that this ſyſtem is likely to 


"i terminate in another j in which any few individuals may 
| © exect themſelves into a Church, and mutually admini- 


« ſter the ordinances, of the Goſpel to one_another.” 


But when he uſes ſuch contemptuous language, he ought 
to take heed, leſt he be found to vilify conſci 
low ang, if not even _/omething like the conſtitution 
of a arch of Chriſt. There are ſtill a few remnants 

of holy Scripture,; which- have not been diſſolved in his 
critical digeſter. Jeſus hath faid, « Where two or three 


fel- 


«are gathered tog ether in my name, thers am I in the 


* midſt of them. . « Whoſe ſhall offend. one of theſe 
| little ones which belicye in me, it were better for him 
chat a milſtone were hanged about his neck, and that 
ade were drowneg in dhe depth of che ſea... Wo 
t unto the world becauſe of offences: for it muſt needs 

cc be that offences come; but wo to that man by whom 
ee, r 
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office in the eyes of mankind; we are not afraid that the 
ſimple rule of Scripture will ſuffer, upon a fair compari- 
ſon with human inventions, even in the eyes of mankind*, 
But if it ſhould, we dare not depart from Scripture, tq 
pleaſe men; nor ſhall: their ſneers diſmay us, while we 
have Scripture on our fide. It is written, « I will de- 


4 ſtroy the wiſdom of the wiſe, and will bring to nothing 


« the underſtanding of the prudent. Where is the wiſe? 
& where is the ſcribe? where js the diſputer of this world? 
ec hath not God made fooliſh the wiſdom of this world?” 


Le ſee your calling, brethren, how that not many 
« wiſe men after the fleſh, not many mighty, not many 


« noble call you. But God hath choſen the fooliſh things 
« of the world, to confound the wiſe; and God hath 


c choſen the weak things of the world, to confound the 


« things which are mighty, and baſe things of the world, 
« and things which are deſpiſed hath God choſen, yea,and 
« things which are not, to bring to nought things that 
« are; that no fleſh ſhould glory in his preſence.” 1 Cor. 
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„Auen writing che . ſheets, I alſo have had the 


| heppinels of receiving aſſiſtance from 2 learned friend, 


whole critical abilities will hardly be denied even by Mr. 


R.; and as a more complete confutation of this Gentle- 
man's abſurdities, or a more able expoſure of prieſteraft, 


and clerical ambition in general, could not have been 


- written; I ſhall make no apology for enriching theſe 
| Animadverſions with ſome ample quotations from a polt- 


| n 
menical Deciſiops, Canon Laws, Papal Bulls, Epiſcopal Maridates, Ats of 


Aﬀenibly, and Paſtoral Admonitions, which huve been eqadted, ordained 
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Rs work juſt publiſhed, intitled * on Ecelo- 
ſiaſtical Hiſtory. I call che Author my friend, becauſe 
he is as decided, as I could-poſlibly wiſh, both in fayour 
of what i is called Lay-Preaching, and of Congregational 
Churches; and I ſuppoſe Mr. R. will acknowledge his 
| merits, not merely becauſe his character for talents and 
learning has been eſtabliſhed by ſeveral works of univerſal 
celebrity; but becauſe he was no vile, upſtart Lay- 
Preacher, but one who was regularly educated for the 
derical functions, ane * who affcially acted under a 
e ſolemn engagement to maintain the diſcipline of the 


— 


1 Church of Scotland, 2 2 miniſter of that eſtabliſhed 


5 Church, a Doctor Theological, a Profeſſor of Divinity, 
nay Principal of Mariſchal College, Aberdeen: in ſhort 
| be Nn Grone CAneBELL, D. Dr 14 | 


Tur firſt paſſage, which F ſhall ers 3 a Sow 


of t the genius of the Goſpel, the conſtitution of the pri- 
Oy Church, and its relation to Civil Renn, \ 


« Tas 05. ans of Ss Hood Jefus Canin 1 


e markably ſublime and pure. They are admirably cal · 
6 culated for regulating the paſſions and affections of 
9 the heart, out of which, as Solomon has obſerved, are 

«the ifſues of life. The doctrines he taught, which are 
the motives whereby an obſervance of the precepts is 
6 enforced, are all purely ſpiritual, ariſing f from con der- 
75 ations of the divine nature, and of our on; eſpe- 
« cially of God's placability a and favour, of the teſtimony 
ze of the bleſſedneſs which the principles 
true religion, faith and bope, love to God, and 

& fore to man, wifuſe into the hearty fd fend hpi 

| « ratigns regarding the future retribution both of the 
© righteous and of the wicked, The poſitive inſtitutions 
5 Kere ceremonirs be. * are oh 585 15 pe. 
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«ſerving as expreſſions of the love and gratitude. of his 
« diſciples'to God, their common parent, and to Jeſus 
« their maſter, the oracle of God ; of their engagements 1 
« to the Chriſtian life, and their perfect union among | 18 
& themſelves. And that whilſt theſe inſtitutions were 1 
« ſuffered to remain in their native ſimplicity, which 
« conſtituted their true beauty and excellence, it was im- 
e poſſible they ſhould be miſunderſtood. © With regard to 
et the founding of what might be called a polity-or-ſtate, 
E manifeſt that nothing could be farther from his 
Y intention. * His kingdom,” he acquaints us, * is not = 
t of this world.” It is not of a ſecular nature, to be | nl 
« either propagated q defended by the arm of fleſh, or 
i to have its laws enforced by hutnan ſanctions, or any 
* ſuch temporal puniſhments 28 merely human authority 
5 We inflict, 0 


. Ir i is impoſſible. to conceive a greater contraſt be⸗ 
« tween the ſpirit which his inſtructions breathe, and that. 
10 ſpirit of pride and domination, which not many centuries 
n afterwards became the predominant ſpirit of what then 
5 came to be denominated the church. Again and again 
1 gid Chriſt admoniſh his apoſtles, and other followers, 
(c to live as brethren and equals, not to affeQ a ſuperiority 
& over their fellow-diſciples, or over one another; inaſ- 
much as in this, his kingdom would differ in its funda- 

66 mental maxims from all the kingdoms of the world Þ 1 i 
te that that perſon alone would there be deemed the 188 
6« greateſt, whoſe deportment ſhould be the humbleſt, | | | 

tc and he alone ſuperior, who ſhoyld proye moſt ſervice- | 
« able to the reſt. As to worldly monarchies or com- 

3 monwealths, of whateyer kind, he taught them to re- | .. 
« gard'it as their duty, to ſubmit to ſuch powers as Pro- <> 
evidence ſhould ſet over them ; chearfully paying tri 
by coats and N obedience to every human e 


* 


2 


2 4B 


a: e chat ſhould not be found to contradict 
« the hw of God. Render t to Cæſar, aid he, the 


« things which are Czfar's, and to God the things which 
« are God's. Fir from affecting any ſecular power 
« himſelf, he refuſed a royalty of this ſort, when the peo- 

« i ple would Have conferred i it, and would nat take upon 
him to decide in a matter of civil right” and. property, 


& though defited.” _« Man,” ſaid he to the perſon who 
« applied to him, 6 who made me a judge or a diyider 
« over you, 7” Then he ſaid to che people, « take heed 
ce and! beware of covetouſneſs ; ; '——ſupporti his admoni- 


60 tion as ufval by. an affecting parable. It. was the. end | 
« of his. inffitution to purify the heart, and his lefſons 
ec were ever calculated for extirpating the { ſeeds of evil 
Fm chat remained there. In a ſimilar manner, when the 
« diſciptes privately, contended. among themſelyes who 


« ſhould. be greateſt, he took occaſion to Warn them 


« © againſt ambition. - Jeſus calling to him a child, placed 
« Him in the midſt of them, and ſaid, « Verily I ſay unto 


ce you. unleſs Je be converted, quite changed in your 


60 ngtions and conceptions of things, “ and become as 


| « children, ye ſhall never enter the kingdom of heaven. ; 


% Wholoeyer,, therefote, mall become humble as this 


child, ſhall be the greateſt there.“ The ſame maxims 
«were warmly inculcated by his, apoſtles 3 and in their 


time, under the happy influence of their AIG 
| . N 10 Chriſtians. 


5 


r a. 
.cc ciples'of Jeſus, which was called his church, a word 
« that denotes no more than ſociety or aſſembly, and is | 
e formetimes uſed in the New Teſtament with evident 
0 « analogy. to the common uſe, to ſignify the whole com- 
4 « Hunity of Chriſtians conũdered as one body, of which 
9 * is Ur 8 
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4 à particular n of Chriſtians. bi re 
« neral ſociety, founded in the unity of their Faith, their 
e hope, their love, cemented, as it were, by a commu- 
A nion or joint participation, as ocęaſion offered, in re- 
e ligious offices, in adoration, in baptiſm, and in the 
be commenioration of the ſufferings of their Lord, pre- 
* ſerved by a moſt friendly intercourſe, and by frequent 
« inſtructions, admonitions, . reproofs when neceflary, 
« and even by the excluſion' of thoſe who had violated 
et ſuch powerful and ſolemn engagements : in all this, I 
« ſay, there was nothing that interfered with the tem- 
« poral powers. They claimed no juriſdiction over the 
e perſon, the liberty, or the property of any man. And 
& if they expelled out of their own ſociety, and, on ſa- 
A tiskying their conditions, re- admitted thoſe who had 
«.been expelled, they did in this only exerciſe à right, 
te which-(if we may compare great things with ſmall, 
nd heavenly things with earthly) any private compa- 
np, like a knot of artiſts or philoſophers, may freely 
$ exerciſe z namely, to give the benefit of their own 
c. company and converſation to whom, and on what 
« terms, they: judge Proper: /a right which can never 
Fa: be confidered as in the leaſt infringing. on the 
« ſecular powers. The Chriſtians every where acknow- 7 
« jedged therſelves.the! ſubjects .of the Rate, Whether 
ert Hal or republican, abſolute or free, under 
« org they lived; entitled to the ſame privileges with 
eir fellow · ſubjects, ang. bound ag much as any of 
zem (I might ay more, in reſpect of the peculiar o- 
4 9 which their religion laid them under) to the 
e obſervange of the laws of their country. They plead- 
*%.ed no exemption but in one caſe ; a caſe wherein eve- 
> ry man, chough not 2 Chriſtian, has à natural title to 
E exemption; that is, not to obey a law which is unjuſt 
s in itſelf, and which dhe is Perfuatled in his conſcience 
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*t avenge it. This, in my judjemerit{ ib tlie true 
«footing on Which the apoſtolical church NV d i Te- 
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J be eſtabliſhed; and if 25 neglects hear! 
1 urch; but it he ne al, 


e on earth, tall be bound in-heaveh; and Whätföe er ye 
_ * ſhall looſe on earch, {liall be Jooſed'in aven.* What 
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, The pratice of the apoltalic 
e gage which has the beſt title to the denomination of 
primitive, is the ſureſt commentary on this precept of 
our Lord. Not only were ſuch private offences 


« then judged. by the church, that is, the congregation, 
but alſo thoſe ſcandals which affected the whole Chriſ- 


ian fraternity. Accordingly, the judgment which Paul, 
by the Spirit of God, had formed concerning the in- 


ceſtuous perſon, he enjoins the Church, to whom his 
-« epiſtle is directed, that is, (to uſe his own words for 


| « an explanation) « them who at Corinth are ſanctiſied 
e in Chriſt Jeſus, called to be ſaints, to pronounce and 
execute.“ And in his ſecond epiſtle to the ſame Church, 
Chap. ii. v. 6.) he ſays, in reference to the ſame de- 
7 * linquent,, « Sufficient to ſuch a man is the cenſure 


«© which was inflicted by many; Gs ror nee by the 
community. And (v. 10.) To whom ye forgave a- 


*.ny thing,” addreſſing himſelf always to the congrega- 
tion, L forgive alſo.” We admit, with the learned 
„ Dodwell“, that in che cenſure inflicted on the inceſtu- 
sous perſon, the Chriſtians at Corinth were but the exe- 


* cutors of the doom awarded by the apoſtle. Nor does 
7 any one queſtion the apoſtolical authority in ſuch mat- 


ters over both the flock and the paſtors. But from the 
words laſt quoted, it is evident that he acknowledge, 
3 at the ſame time, the ordinary power in regard to dif- 

. cipline lodged i in the congregation; and from the confi- 


'« dence he had in the diſcretion and integrity of the Co- 
« rinthians, he promifes his concurrence in what they 
0 « ſhall judge proper to do. To whom ye Fx gs any 

ung, I forgive alſo.” ; | 
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1 r in nogund te dhe ;protenfiptiget A 


#:minifter, who may be che uſurper of a charectay to 
„ hich he has no right. Lam noantiquanyyandmaynot 


t have either the knowledge or the capacity hebeſlury for 
 $-#ragingithe faint outlines of ancient eſtabliſhments, and 


4 Forms of government, lor entering intotark anil-avith 
* qul-queſtions about the import of names and titles, er 
for examining che authenticity of endleſs genealogies; 


Abu Iwan have all the ewidenge that bonſcidufhefs bon 


« give, chat 1-thankfully rective the teſtimony of Thirſt, 
& whom 1believe, and love, andorve. If L caHhTſ⅛. e 
< this, the declarations of the goſpel-are given me to no 


E purpoſe: its promiſes are no betterthan-riddies;2nid/ 
ne ef life m a dream. But if I may be iconfeiotis 
L .of chis, and if the Chriſtian religion be a revelution 
om heaven, Imay have all che ſecurity which chè vE-· 


racity, of 
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* by oblige men, in order to obtain the beneſits which it 

is his good pleafute to beftows te employ the mens 
7 Which his good pleaſure hath inſtituted ? It pleaſed not 

d him to cleanſe Naaman the Syrian from e leproſy by 

50 5 water of any other river than the Jordan Infowtech, 
8 That had Naaman uſed che rivers of Syria for this 


I poſe, he would have had. ns title to expect & Cure 


* Oetainly none, Mr. Dodwell. Bat Si uy ing | 
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=—_ gabe mere explicit. than. the N pol 
| prqybet? « Waſh. in Jordaniſcven”timgs}hnd 
| © flioh half be clean.” Naaman did not; and could vet 
"FF  fiiſwnderitand it, | Whergas, had, the, yrophet, ſaid 
| © * barely, Waſh ſeven times, and:thqu ſhalt be clean; 
| and had the Syrian then waſhed feren. times in Abana, 
|| * ar Pharghar,rivers of Damaſcus, and remained ungurcd. 
BU _—wouldhchave badreafonto regard Eliſha as a true pro- 
; © + @phet? Couldhe have formedfromthistranſaftionthecon- 


_ -neglufion which he did ſo juſtly form in favoux of the God 

hol Irael? Vet ſuch an, expreſſion of the promite, where» 
e in an eſſential article of: the condition is ſuppreſſed, 
6 ud be neceſſuxy to make the caſe parallel to the pre- 
. M ubs brligurth and, ir baptized, faith our Lord, 
. bull be ſaved: Yau qualify: his promiſe with the addi- 
/ tional clauſe, « if he be baptized by a minifter who-has 
5 ende received bagtifm and ordination; in ſuch a fur. 
| _ £9:icular, manner.“ But where do you find this qualifi- 

5 i caton.ſpaciind?Boriprare-i is Glent, The Spirit of G 
> hach not given us the remoteſt hint: of it; would it not 
. ben be wiſar in you to follow the advice which glo- 
| 5-H eee 
1 terms of e eee are no ary i.e ſa- 


83 Acted pages, connected with, or made to depend on, 
5 i either the miniſter, ox the form of the miniſtry, as Naa - 
| | $aman 'cure-manifeſtly-was.on-his\waſhing in one parti» 
3 u eular river. But fo ſtrange is the inconſiſtency of which 


Shaman nature is ſuſceptible! No perſon can de more 
It explicit than this man, in admitting that there is no⸗ 
5 Hithingin ferigture from which we can inſer chat anꝝ pate · 
5 e tianlar form of polity wagy for every age and country, | 
2 A paſſage to this purpoſe I 
ſhall ſoon give yaw. in his own words. Nay more, 
ec that "y 'piſoopacys forwhich he ſo e con · 

17 9 e 


Aa pon Napa his o account höt oniy dec 


«titute"vf feriptural warrant, but is not properly of 
« apoſtolical origin, not having been inſtituted till #f- | 
Ker. the death of che apoſtles, in the ſixth or ſeventit 


ear of the fecond century: for · eren John, O U- 


oll the longeſt, is not faid to have reached chat period. 
. Arregant and vai man!” What are you] who'ltboldly 


* ind: avowedly- prefume to Foiſt: into God's covenant” 
<< articles. of your / own 'devifing, neicher expreſſec thor” 


; e implied in Bis words? Do ro venture; a worm f the” 


— 


eh? San tot think-yourſelf warranted bo ſtint woflat 
God hath, bot / ſtinted; and following the dictates of 
er your contracted ſpirit, ensiouſiy to limit the bounty af 
«the univerſal parent, that you may tonſine tb a — 5 


« what Chriſt hath freely publiſhed for the benefit 


| « Is your eye evil, becauſe he is good? Shall 1 chen be- 


«licye, mar God, Uke deceitſul man, ſpeiketh/equivo-" 


© cally! and wich mental reſervations?\Bhall-I-takei his- 
«declaration in de extent wherein he hath expreſshy· 
„gen itz or; us you; for your own malignant purpoſa, 
ebe new. vamped and corrected it?: * Let «God be 


te ne, and every mam a liar““ But as for you ho 


would thus pervert the plaineſt declarations of- che 
| © Braeles of truth, and inſtead of fepreſenting Chriſt as 
the; author- of a divine and fpivitual religion, as di 


r benefactor of human kind; exhibit bim as the"? 


© 4 head of--a faction; your party forſooth! | "I muſb ſay 


355 «that Phave ſtronger evident that you have no-miſſion, *- 


«than all your traditions, and.antiquities, and:catalogues, 


e Hill evet be able to ſurmount. For if e he:whipm *! 
o tendech, ſpeaketh the wotds of God, (and this 
i A est wlüch Chriſt himſelf hat given us) he whei 

5 n God's werdy is not ſent by him. . 
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fas mba wacher, 1 #1 "an n 
5 10 854 > w: 1 AUG Fut | e ti 
. W ras 0 tat pee ſuppoſed, 
den ay thing in the form of che miniſtryg is manifeſt 
5 t alſo ftom this; that in che directions given to Chriſtians, 

- K&6/toithe/ {judgments they ought to malt uf thoſe who'" 
bay faſſume . the character of teachers in divine things, 
<:the people are never directed to an eximination of, 
has f may call, the oſtenſible ſource of the authority 
apa thoſe teachers, but ſolely! to the confideration"of” 

- <their:charaCter and conduct, and of the doctrine Which 

Lelthey teach: t Beware of Falſe; prophets, “ ſaid Gur 

Ford, 4 vo come to you in-ſheep's clothing, but in- 

6 Wardly they are ravening wolves.” But how ſhall we 

e or by what eriterion ſhall we diſtin- 

- ©.mlifttho falſe from the-true? Shall we eritieally exa- 
| mine their ſpirituab pedigree,” and ſee whether, by an 
lk d uninterrupted ſucceſſion of regular bepehbns and vrdi-" 
Alion, they be'lincally deſcended from the upoſties?” 
A © & Jwpofſible./ A method this which would involve eve- 
| y thing in impenetrable Harkneſs, and plunge all the 
: | | *bpex-and proſpects of the Chriſtian into u ſeeptieitm, 
„ben which there could be no recovery.” On the con- 
J 5 4 aryz the teſt he ives is plain and. fumiſiar. Nfark 
„ n. words Ve mal know them by their fruits. 
a „o mem gather grapes of thorns, or figs of chiſtles? 
| <«Evettifo, every gbod tree bringeth forth good fruit, 

J * but ſn corrupt: tree bringeth forth evil fruit. A good 
b. tror cannot bring forth evil fruit, neither can a cr. 
u nupt tree bring forth goodd fruit · Every tree that bring 
_ # eth dot forth good fruit is hen down, and enſt intd 
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OT And Ware we to try them? The ſequel plainly 
obo LES © Mews, that it is by the cointidence of their. doctrine 
| with that pf the goſpet. The like was. allo the method 
| | bed under the dernen mifſpentbtiam bg, the pro- 
G E phet, age the Jaw and to the teffimony,”” fay 
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Fee eat for thaniſelvers wothily kingthor, 
F principle, Wien in hem proved: the tavſe of the 
Oe. _ «.tion.of the true Meffiab, proved quickly among the Gen- 
5 . eee e the foce ofthe pre 
o his infliturion. Aﬀtes it 
hed gt Abecamme the ainh of church rulers to ſecularize the | 
„ „damm of Chriſt: they wuifortnly had it for their cb 
1 | i eradd conformity de dr example.the Phariſees þ 
oy given them, to remgye the attention of men 
8 © ſpirieyal and eſſential, 10 things corporal. and eirchm- | 
. eee. "And in this, an da all echer corruprions, they | 
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. 1 us to exclude 

 ® prigage. Chriſtians from occaſionally exerciſing them, 

AL eſpecially in the abſcace.of the farmer. The bell or- 

: erben tothe eleven make corre (for ch the 
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5 eee eee hom rug wetbeor 
+ © miniſters, and not given then, alſo ab Chriſtiansz and 
6 e the. apoſls. vere, particulatized,” becauſe. be 
14 ualified, from their long attendance on Chriſt's mi- 
NN for promoting his religion in the world; but not 
« with a view, to exclude any. Chriſtians, who,wene cxpa- 
Is, from. co-operating wich dem in the. ſame good 
SY Kaufe. That this laſt waz the, oonſtruction then put u- 
| le pon that charge, appears not improbable, from the fab» 
 Eſequent part of che ſeriptuse hiltory. «Philip, though 
e po apoſtle, and probably at that time no. more than a 
« deac on, (that 16, a truſtee for the poor in matters pure 
” bed did all eo che Ethiopigh eunuch, which the 
_ £5 apotics had in charge with regard to all natiuna. Hie 
& convented,. baptazed, and taught him. No reaſen + 
© ble man den deube that any qurivatc Chriſtian ns 
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* 


4 9 is. mill, warranted.jf. he can, to convert 
- * inhidel, and to teach. bim the. principles of. Chi 
5 '« tianity. et theſe are two important party? of | 
| , «the epoſtolical.conmillion, If I ſhould ſay the moſt 
. important parts, I ſhould- not {peak without warram. 
i Our Lord himſelf made proſelytes, and inſtrutted them, 


* 


e ö „„ > . co Xa. oh rSe.cc i ttt. 
- at 


. 


4 


n 


1 dcp Peter was ſent to'ogetithe dor 
l of faith to the Gentiles, by the converſion of Cornelius 


. and his family. But the charge of baptiring them he 
«truſted intirely to the Chriſtian brethren who attended 


„ him. A a diſciple, was employed to baptize 


„Paul. | And Paul ſays himſelf of his own/thiffion, that 
FA 22 ſent him not to baptize, but to preuch the Goſpel, 


« denoting thereby, according to the import of the He- 


_- brew idiom, that baptizing compared with preaching, 


though a part, was but an inferior and ſubordinate part 
of his «charge. Nothing here advanced can juſtly be 


E underſtood to combat the propriety of limiting; for the 
20 ſake of diſcipline, the power of baptizing to fewer hands 


« than that of PMeaching, when once a fixed miniſtry is 
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r Þ far from 
"a as ſome romaniſts ignorantly pretend, one of 
eee e ee, fo the eee e ne 
< was: maintained at Rome without cenſure, about 


the middle of the fourth century, by Hilary, a deacon 


© of that church, a man of erudition and diſcernment, of 


| ON eee afterwards. This 
| e in his Expoſition of the Epiſtle to the 


* Epheſians iv. 11.12. has theſe words: « Poſtquam 


1 rr ſunt conſtitutæ, et officia ordi- 
e matay aliter compoũta res eſt, quam cceperatz primum 


enim omnes docebant, et omnes baptizabant, quibaſ- 
r temporibus fuiſſet accaſio.” A 
« little afterz . Neque Petrus diaconos habuit quando 


„ Cornelium cum omni dams ejus baptizavit; nec ipſe; 


- & ſed juſkt fratribus qui cum ille ĩerant ad Cornelium ab 


— Joppe.“ Again: © Ut ergo creſceret plebs, et multi- 
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% gebe gere the ſentiments of a reſpectable member of 
bytery in thoſe days; for conglave, both 
emed thing, was as little known at Rome then 
e with us at preſent. Now though the gradual 


4 ſathlementiof/arcgular miniſtry throughout the church. 


« ld gradually; aboliſn an uſage of this kind, it is ga- 
ehh Lonclude, that wherever there happened to be 
the like exigencieh, through want of licen- 
al paſtots, every prirate Chriſtian, would. not only be 


q « whyatied, but bound, if capable, to ſupply the Wes. 
_ «is thought the Chriſtians, who were diſperſed on the 


*hexſtcution mentioned Acts xiii; For © they that were. 


 «{ratteied-abxoad,” the hiſtorian, males no diſtin&ion, .. 


ent every whore preaching, the worde Now the a- 


“ poſtles remained in Jeruſalem, and ordinary paſtors. 


« were not yet appointed. This is agreeable to what ap- 
<<,ygars-t0 hg. been'the- general opinion, aud eyen the 


practice where circumſtances, required, as Far down oh.” 
« Tertullian's time, about the beginning « of the third cen, 


bn, This auchot, the diff ef the. Latin fathers, in his, 
gwbortatio ad cofitatem,, wherein be inveighs againſt ſee, 


Arpad makriages, having urged that Paul made it neceſ., 


2 lagi ects huſband of one. wife, in, 
Atroduees an antagoniſt replying, th hat the prohibition \ 
 <pators implies.a permiſion to othery to marty, oftenet.,. 
Kis anſwers, thatcthe diſtinQjon among Chriſtians, be-, 
tit ween the prieſthood and the people, Who, by the eve. 
*angglical law, are; all prieſts, is c of the church's making, | 
& that is, as I underſtand him, 1 18 not. of divine 9 Ae 


Snetetring to what, appears. to; haye been the approv 


practice of laymen even chen, who, when none of the 
&. clexical order could be had, celebrated the euchariſt, and. _ 
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| 
[ 
| 
' 


6 4a 
8 ; 


* . 


W eeclebaftici ordinis non eft conſeſſüs, et offers, et 


« tinguis, et ſacerdos es tibi ſolus. Sed ubi tres, eccle- 
fl eſt, licet laici:” It matters nothing to the preſent 


c queſtion, that his doQrine-of the unlawfulneſs of ſe- 
' « cond marriages is unreaſonable ; it matters nothing, 


«that his argument is inconcluſive; we are concerned on- 


0 * 7 wich the fact, . wah ho eee | 


Tu next e though loog, will be aud full of 


F The firſt part of it relates to the vight 

ol private Chriſtians fo. deliberate upon - eocleGiaſtical af- 

fairs. The ſecond part will ſhew what right Mr. R. 
3 has to preſume upon the diſtinction of Clergyman,and.. 

mati Or, to exalt his brethren and himſelf, above others, 

„ nn tide of fcc 
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«1p for nn Jeni rag. A judgment concern- 
ing the perſons who were originally, and ſeem to be 


„naturally, entitled, to have a ſhare in all conſultations 


e about church-affairs, we recur to the account given us 


nc in the'fifteenth chapter of the Acts, concerning the aſ- 
-« ſembly convened at Jeruſalem, on occaGon of the diſ- 
6 abont-citcumciſion, we can be at no loſs 28. to the 

. e e people in this reſpect. Thoſe who com- 
. poſed that convention were (as the ſacred hiſtorian in- 
e forms vs) the apoſtles, elders, and. brethrenz firſt the 


te apoltles, the extraordinary miniſters of Jeſus, who were 


| 0 deſtined to be the founders of his Church, and whoſe 
 * olhee, like che title that expreſſed it, was temporary, 
Ls 46 and expired with them; Troondly, the elders, uU 


-& the ſtated and ordinary paſtors, whoſe ofice was ſucceſ- 
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3 is known to denote; pri- 
« yate Chriſtians, who poſſeſſed no particular charge or 
«office in the Church. And to cut off all pretext, that 
« theſe laſt were preſent only as witneſſes or byſtanders, 


« the decree runs as much in their name as in the name of 


« the apoſtles and preſbyters, being given exprefsly and 
« authoritatively as the joint command of all the three 
« claſſes mentioned. Thus v. 23, &c. The apoſtles, 


- « and elders, and brethren, ſend. greeting to the brethren 


« which, are of the Gentiles. Foraſmuch as we have 


4 heard, it ſeemed good unto us, being aſſembled with 


te one accord, to lay upon Fw. no uy burden than 
1 « theſe ered roman | 


«1 Do not ſoy that that meeting could be 3 
« either a provincial or a dioceſan fynod, and far leſs a 
« general council. This model of management, in re- 
« gard to eccleſiaſtic matters, was not then deviſed. 


But that the apoſtles themſelves, notwithſtanding their 


66 ſupernatural gifts, called the private diſciples to affiſt 


| « in the determination of matters of public concernment, 
„ may ſerve as demonſtration to us of the natural title 


66 chat ſuch have (whatever be the model) to participate 
in thoſe councils whereby the Chriſtian community are 
« to be concluded. And that private Chriſtians conti- 


« nued, in the firſt ages, to ſhare in the deliberations of 6 | 
4 their ſynods, we have ſufficient evidence, as was Ggnie | 
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I, 


« Hownyen, as in the pace of » few centaries mate 
e ters were, in this reſpect, greatly altered, and the 
church wore a new face, and as theſe came at laſt to 
1 be totally excluded, it began of courſe to be maintained 
9 n . 
a 1 2 | 
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« bo any of che facred orders, were abſolutely unfit for 


te being received into their councils, to deliberate and 
6 judge in ſpiritual and holy things; that for the paſtors 


4 to admit them, would be to betray their truſt, and pro- 


« fane their office; and for ſuch unhallowed men to ar- 


© rogate any power in theſe matters, would be no better 


x than e alhrpation. . 


es Br bete ſuch tenets as theſe, which te fo 
te much of the political views of an aſpiring faction, and 
« ſo little of the liberal ſpirit of the goſpel, could gene- 
« rally obtain, ſeveral cauſes had contributed in preparing 
« the minds of the people, On every occurrence the 
bc paſtors had taken care to improve the reſpect of the 


te lower ranks, by widening the diſtance between their 
« own order, and the condition of their Chriſtian bre+ 


ti thren; and for this purpoſe had early broached a diſtinc- 


4 tion, which, in proceſs of time univerſally prevailed, of 
0 the whole Chriſtian commonwealth into clergy and laity. 
ce The terms are derived from twa Greek words, ver, 
& lot or inheritance, and n, people. The plain inten- 
tec tion was to ſuggeſt, that the former, the paſtors or cler · 
* py, for they appropriated the term ve to themſelves, 
e were ſelected and contradiſtinguiſned from the multi- 
* tude, as being, in the preſent world, by way of emi- 


0 e God's Men, or ew! ee 


5 Fo « ir is is impoſſible "7 conceive a claim 10 appearance 
more arrogant, or in reality worſe founded. God is 
[7 indeed 1 in the Old Teſtament ſaid to be the inheritance 
4 of the Levites, becauſe a determined ſhare of the ſa- 
& crifices and offerings. made to God was in part to ſerve 


« them inſtead of an eſtate in land, ſuch. as was given to 


. each of the other tribes. But I pray you mark the dif- 


inet e »:the rade of den called Sl in- 


63 


=” ** eng that expreſſion is repeatedly uſed of 
ee the whole nation. Concerning the whole Iſraelitiſh na- 


Le tion, Moſes, who was himſelf a Levite, ſays in an ad- 
« dreſs to God, Deut. ix, 29,—* They are thy people, 
& and thine inheritance, which thou broughteſt out by - 
« thy mighty power.” The words in the ſeptuagint tranſ- 
« lation. deſerve our particular attention. 0e aac ov 3 


e nxppor ov #; ehnyayic tx ye Aryvrly tr In 1008 oy Th EY ann The. 


5 fame perſons are in the ſame ſentence declared to be 
es both the , and the «xp. What, ſays the canoniſt, 
N te at once laymen and clergy ? That is certainly abſurd; 


dee the characters are incompatible: yet it did not then appear 


& fo to Moſes. Now would it be thought reaſonable or 
« juſt, that what was allowed to be the privilege and the 
te glory of every Iſraelite, under the more ſervile eſta- 
e bliſhment of Moſes, ſhould, under the more liberal 

4 diſpenſation of the goſpel, be diſclaimed by all thoſe 


484 diſciples of Jeſus, who have not been admitted into the 


« ſacred order, which they, for this reaſon, have called 
# clerical. | 


66 Warn we recur to the uſe of the term in-the New 
1 Teſtament, we find one paſlage, and but one, wherein 
it is applied to perſons. The paſſage is in the firſt 


© epiſtle of Peter, the fifth chapter, and third verſe, which | 


is thus rendered in our verſion; « Neither as being 
« Lords over God's heritage, but being enſamples to the 


E flock.” The words, in the original are, r oc zpwriic 


be ov KAWPWYy Ale Turor Nhe ru wν,jð They are part of a 
_ « charge given to the preſbyters, or paſtors, relating to 
et their care of the people committed to them, who are 
+ called God's flock, which they are commanded to feed, 


"+40 of which they are to take the overſight, not the maſtery, 


e and to which they are to ſerve as patterns. The ſame 
Ow therefore, wha kak in this and in the pre- 
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e eeding verſe, are ſtyled , the flock, ** the di- | 


« rection of God's miniſters, the ſhepherds, are alſo called 
< e his inheritance; over whom their paſtors are com- 


© manded not to domineer. It is ſomewhat extraordi- 
& nary, that in the choice of diſtinctions, which the 


& church-rulers ſo ſoon ſhowed a diſpoſition to affect, they 


_  *«« ſhould have paid almoſt as little attention to the ſtyle, as 
« they did to the ſpirit and meaning of the ſacred books. 


« Let it be obſerved then, in the firſt place, that this 


93 diſtinction, ſo far from having a foundation in Scrip- 


« ture, ſtands i in direct contradiction both to the letter, 


s and to the ſenſe of that unerring ſtandard. I am not 
4 ignorant that ſome expoſitors, jealous for the prieſthood, 
« render the term e. here, the church's poſſeſſion. Not 


e to mention that this explication but ill ſuits the context, 
« and annihilates the contraſt between an imperious maſ- 


ter and an engaging pattern, and ſuppoſeth an awk- 
ce ward ellipſis in the words, allow me to aſk, What were 


« the church's poſſeſſions in thoſe days? Was ſhe ſo early 
t yeſted with lands and hereditaments, for it is to ſuch 
«only that the term dne, when denoting property or 


, bf poſſeſſion, is applied? Or have thoſe interpreters been 

e dreaming of the truly golden age of pope Gregory the 
- & ſeventh, when the patrimonies of ſome metropolitical 
d and patriarchal ſees were indeed like dukedoms and 


« principalities, and the grand hierarch himſelf could 
diſpoſe of kingdoms and empires? In the apoſtolic times, 


on the contrary, the church's patrimony conſiſted 
« moſtly, I may ſay, in perſecution and calumny, hatred 


uren eve ef fe eg 


* So have afcribed, but very unjuſtly, the origin o of 
e the diſtinẽtion we have been conſidering, to Clemens 
Romanus; Who, in his epiſtle to the Corinthians, which 
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3 
at guiſhes ne (the laics, as we thould be apt to render 
« it) among the Jews, from the high-prieſt; the prieſts, 


« and the Levites. It ought to be obſerved, that it is 


« introduced by him when ſpeaking of the Jewiſh prieſt- 
« hood, and not of the Chriſtian miniſtry; neither does 
« it ſtand. in oppoſition to any one general term, ſuch as 


© er Or xaupocer3 but after mentioning three different or- 
4 ders, he uſes the term , to include, under one com- 


« prehenſive name, all that were not ſpecially comprized 
under any of the former; and in this reſpect it exactly 
« correſponds to the application ſometimes made of the 


Latin word popularis, In this view it may with equal 
_ © propriety be contraſted with men in”office of any kind 


« whatever. Thus in ſpeaking of civil government, it 


may be oppoſed to a, ve, to denote the people as diſ- 
4 tinguiſhed from the magiſtrates; or, in ſpeaking of any 


hd army, to cpanyoy to denote the ſoldiers as diſtinguiſhed 
c from the commanders or oſſicers. 
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« ployed by Clement, it does not imply that he conſider- 
« ed it as in itſelf excluſive of the prieſthood and Lexiti- 
e tical tribe, to which the term aa: is oppoſed in that 


e paſſage, They are here indeed excluded, becauſe ſe- 


« parately named, but not from the import of the word. 


. But ag this criticiſm may, to a ſuperficial hearer, ap- 


« pear a mere ſubtlety or refinement, I ſhall illuſtrate it 


Ap Dae ner e which I hope will be 


«thought deciſive, Acts xv. 22... Then pleaſed it 


- © the apoſtles and elders with the whole Church.“ Here 
are three orders plainly mentioned and diſtinguiſhed, 
_ © the apoſtles or extraordinary miniſters, the elders or fix- 
ed paſtors, and the church or Chriſtian people. But 
does this imply that the name church does not proper- 
* Ip comprehend the paſtors as well as the people? By no 
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e part, of which 
In like manner Clement's mention of u after ſpeak- 
* ing of the ſeveral orders of the Je wiſh prieſthood, im- 


66 


| i come; They are not indeed, in this pallage, comptic: 
ed under the term, not becauſe it does not properly 


« extend ſo far, (which is not fact] but becauſe they are 
« ſeparately named. The import 'of the expreſſion is, 


4 therefore, no more than this, «The apoſtles and el- 
f « ders, wich all the Chriſtian brethren, who come not 
t under either of theſe denominations.” Of the ſame kind 


exactly is the paſſage lately quoted from Peter, where the 


5 *pio8vriper are oppoſed to the n , notas though the former 


conſtituted no part of God's heritage, or, to adopt the 
modern ſtyle, clergy they only do not conſtitute that 
— or He BAY 


« poets ngither more wer left than if he had ſaid, « And 


« all the Jewiſſt people.“ So that his manner of uſing 
« this term affords no foundation for the diſtinction that 


| « was long after his. time introduced; no more than the | 


« general argument againſt the encroachment of the 


s people, or of the paſtors," on each other, taken from 


the rigid obſervance hich the different claſſes, under 


the Moſaic economy, had of their reſpective functions, 
« affords a foundation (as ſome have ridiculouſly urged) 


_ © for. concluding that the orders, in the Chriſtian mini- 


« ſtry, were the ſame in number with the Jewiſh. 80 
« far indeed is Clement from giving any inſinuation of 


this kind, that, i in a pallage formerly quoted, he cx- | 


4 prefsly mentions the Chriſtian orders as being two, 


et and as having been clearly and by name 8 in 
"6 IP een W * * Old W 


4 Bor reer to che Adiaclen Ae ee 
«into clergy and laity: in after ages they even improved 


upon their predeceſſors. The ſchoolmen (a modeſt 
| en — Was. doing the laymen. 
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tt too much hotour to derive the l populus. 
It ſuited their notions better to deduce it from , las 

« pis, a ſtone. Take for a ſpecimen a few things advanced 
«on this ſubject by ſome celebrated doctors, as quot- 
« ed by Altensfaig in his Lexicon Theologicum. Ca- 
« pitur clericus pro viro docto, ſcicntifico, perito, ſcien« 


tc tia pleno, repleto et experto. E contra laicus capitur 


« pro viro indocto, imperito, inſipiente et lapideo. Un- 
« de laicus dicetur 2 >«sc Grzce, quod eſt lapis Latine, 
« Et fic omnis clericus, in quantum clericus, eſt lauda · 
dilis; laicus vero, in quantum laicus, eſt vituperandus, 
10 Clerici quoque a toto genere de jure præponuntur, et 


e debent præponi laicis. To theſe I ſhall add the ſen · 


« timents of Cardinal Bona, in relation to the care that 
« ought to be taken by the clergy, that laymen may not 
« be allowed to do themſclves harm by ſtudying the pro- 

u founder parts of Scripture, which their ſtupidity is ut» - 
«.terly incapable of comprehending. He kindly mentions, = 
tc at the ſame time, the books which he thinks they will not 


A be the worſe for, and which, therefore, they may be per» 
| * mitted to peruſe. © De laicis in quibus mater cæcita· 
. tis ſuperbia regnat, quatenus ad ea que ſunt fidei et 


© morum. Cum enim ficut idiotz preſumunt ſacram 
« ſcripturam exponere, quæ eſt profundiſſima omnium 
«ſcripturarum. Cum jterum habeant quandam honeſta- 
tem. exteriorem, contemnunt vitam omnium aliorum, 
« et merito hujus duplicis ſuperbiz excæcantur, ut inci. 


| « dant in errorem iſtum peſſimum, per quem excæcan- 


« tut a Deo, ut neſciant diſcernere quid bonum eft et 
« quid malum. Quare non omnes ſcripturæ libros legant 


e laici, Quoniam nihil eſt tam ſanctum et ſalubte et pi- 


um quo non contingat abuti, ſic de libris evenit, quo- 
tum non eſt culpa, neque ſeribentium, ſed ſccelus eſt 
« in abuſu: non tamen arcendi videntur ab opuſculis mo- 
tr ralibus et devotis, nullam in ſe difticultatern, neg am- 


" 0 the faints*.”. 2 


0 

5 biguitatem, nee abſurditatem in xravilations gerenti- 
0 bus, cujuſmodi ſunt hiſtoriæ, vel vitæ, vel jegendæ ſanc- 
« torum, nec non meditationes ſanctæ. How conde- 
Ts ſcending i is the good doctor! He does not abſolutely 
* prohubir the ſtupid and conceited generation of laymen 
t from reading ſome of the plainer books of Scripture, 
« and indulges them freely i in what is better for them, 
« ſtory-books and godly Sod and the (Oe of 


| 


"Arrten e FI the adi is Ea bd . 
and illuſtrating their effect in corrupting Chriſtianity, Dr. 
Campbell ſhews, from what ſpirit Clergymen firſt were 
2 led to aſſume the ſacred appellation, REYEREND. , 
"6 1 en la to 40 above 8 that . 
et carried this ſpecies of innovation ſo far as even, one 
« would think, to envy the Pagans the appellations they 
« beſtowed on the miniſters of an idolatrous worſhip, and 
& on thoſe who preſided in their ſecret and abominable 
& rites. | The learned doctor lately quoted, though a 
4 ſincere Chriſtian in his way, poſſeſſed much of that 
« ſpirit, and ſeems to regret exceedingly that we have no 


4 ſuch fine words and high-ſounding titles as hierophant, 
« hieromyſt, and myſtagogue. It was the ſame ſpirit | 
that prompted, in the paſtors, the affectation of epithets, 

0 added to their names, expreſſive of their virtues, and 


e of the eſteem and veneration of thoſe that approached 
them, fuch as mioſt holy, moſt bleſſed, moſt religious, 


'« moſt, worthy of God, beloved of God, reverend, vene- 


* rable, and many others, which it were tedious to enu- 
& merate, together with certain ceremonies, ſuch as bowing 

che head, kiſſing the hands, and the like. Of theſe I 
, * Vol L pages „e 
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5 ſhall only ſay, that though ſome of them became after- 


« wards, as words of courſe, mere marks of civil reſpect 
4 for the office, they were, in their application at firſt, 


te intirely perſonal. If we were to ſettle a ſort of ſpiritual 
« barometer for determining the preciſe quantity at which 
« piety and virtue, at any given time, arrived in the 
church, I could not aſſign a better than the uſe of theſe 


« epithets: and ceremonies, holding it as an invariable 


te canon, that in proportion as the external ſigns multi- 
« plied, the ſubſtance of internal religion decreaſed. At 
«-no. time could the Phariſaical ſcribes be accuſed. of 
« greater oſtentation, or more deſire of greetings in the 
ce markets, and to be called of men, Rabbi, Rabbi, than 
« were, a few ages afterwards, the miniſters of the humble 
« Jeſus, who had ſo expreſsly warned his followers againſt 
« the imitation of their vain-glorious manners, Yet ſuch 
« are the manners which even, in theſe more enlightened 
« times, the prieſtly pride of ſome prelatical preachers has 


 « inſtigated them to write whole volumes to revive*.” 


Axrn repeatedly aſſerting the Scriptural meaning of 
the word, Church, to be yery different from what Mr. 
R. ſeems to contend for, our Author propoſes an UNex- 


eh * for ſettling the . 
Ir any impartial hearer is not ſatisfied | on | this point, 


+ "if I would recommend it to him, without the aid of any 


« commentator on either ſide of the queſtion, but with 
« the help of proper concordances, attentively to ſearch 


7 n Let him examine every paſſage in the 


« New Teſtament wherein the word we render church 


4 is to be found, let him canvas in the writings of the Old 


ie e N ſentence wherein the e 
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«word occurs, let him add to theſe the apoeryphal books 


& xeceiyed by the romaniſts, which, as they were either 
« originally written, or tranſlated by Helleniſts, amongſt 
« whom the term un was in frequent ufe, muſt be 
1 of ſome authority in aſcertaining the Jewiſh accepta- 

« tiqn of the word; and if he find a fingle paſſage, where- 
& in it clearly means either the prieſthood, or the rulers 
« of the nation, or any thing that can be called a church 
te repreſentative, let him fairly admit the diſtinction as 


66 ſeriptural and proper. Otherwiſe he cannot admit it, 


* in a 1 with any juſt rule of interpretation 9 


"op SHALL cohetwds theſe 3 of which I think my 
| peaders cannot he tired, with two anecdotes from the ſame 
author, the one intended to illuſtrate the tendency of High 
Church horiours, when given to the clergy, and the other, 
hay.” narure - 125 Church 8 85 as ed 20 the 

Pa 


2 2 1 SHALL conclude this lefture with a 2 dae 
1 indeed, but appoſite: An Engliſh country parſon was 
« bragging, in a large company, of the ſucteſs he had 
te had in reforming his pariſhioners, on whom his labours, 
& he ſaid, had produced a wonderful change to the 
* better. Being aſked in what reſpect, he replied, that 

« when he came firſt among them, they were a ſet of un- 
4 mannerly clowns, who paid him no more deference 


« than they did to one another, did not fo much as pull 


s off their hat when they ſpoke to him, but bawled out 
40 as roughly and familiarly as though he were their equal; 
«; whereas now, they never prefumed to addreſs him but 
e cap in hand, and, in a ſubmiſſive voice; made him their 
ben bow, when they A e 


1 W 


* 
* 


Tt 


#9 ſtyled him your reverence, at every word. A Quaker, 
* who had heard the whole patiently, made anſwer ; 


And fo, friend, the upſhot of this reformation, of | 


tt which thou haſt ſo much carnal glorying, is, that thou 


c haſt taught thy people to worſhip cyl. 1 8⁰ much 


66. or thera and Pr claims. g 


. Were faith kak been ſometimes ludicrouſly ſtyled 
60 Aalen carbonaria, from the noted ſtory of one who, ex- 
« amining an ignorant collier on his religious principles, 


er afked him what it was that he believed. He anſwered, 
4 believe what the church believes.” 


e joined, „ What then does the church believe?” He 
te replied readily, « The church believes what I believe.“ 
«The other defirous, if poſſible, to bring him to particu- 


_ * lars, once more reſumes his inquiry; “ Tell me then, 
* Epray you, What it is which you and the church both 

(c believe.“ The only anſwer the collier could give was, 
« Why truly, Sir, the church and I both—believe the 


« ſame thing.” This is implicit faith in perfection, and 
r in the eſtimation of ſome celebrated doors, the ſum 
vor A pri "_ e in a e FM 


: Ten Wee are but a ſmall Wen of the ſenti- 
ments of a man, who was unqueſtionably one of the moſt 
learned divines that ever appeared in the Church of Scot- 
land. They form part of Lectures which were delivered, 
for many years, with great approbation, to a claſs of ſtudents 
in divinity, belonging to that Chureh. The reader will 
Judge how far they patronize the doctrine of Lay-Preach- 
When 1 confider that Principal Campbell muſt 
Have known, at leaſt as well as Mr. R. what „“ his ſo- 
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out renewed aſtoniſhment, on the temerity of my accuſer, 
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I cont now to the moſt malicious part of Mr. R.'s 


pamphlet, where he aſſerts that the practice of the « New 


« Sect in the land“ is likely to be attended with political 
Ne ha rs FF Ie Mi Tae 


_ « However careful thoſe men may be in the admiſſion 
of members, opinions which ſome of them have propa- 
« gated,. can ſcarcely fail to unite with the innovating 

I ſpirit of the age. Men naturally transfer into Religion, 


« thoſe opinions which they entertain upon Politics. It 


4 is ſcarcely to be ſuppoſed, that any who thought them- 
«ſelves wiſe enough to direct the helm, of the nation, 


« will continue to bear the reſtraints which Preſbyteries, 
« amongſt our moſt popular clafles of Diſſenters, are in 
« uſe to lay upon them. Retaining ſtill a form of piety, 


0 they will, therefore, graſp at a ſyſtem ſo congenial with 


e their ideas upon another ſubject. Even, therefore, 
« where the authority of the Parent Society does not at 


8 « all extend, its opinions may have their influence; and 
may chere foſter a ſpirit of faction, detrimental to the 
« peace of every Chriſtian Society, end. vengyrony tn the 


din wg intereſts of theſe lands,” 2 7 T7 e 
* 4.44 7 OD 


* is y hand), hay from A elated eg one 


ſhould: ſo ſeldom meet with fair play. I have never yet 


ſeen an ecclefiaſtic make war upon thoſe, whorqueſtion- 
eld the claims of his hierarchy, without deſiderating, = 
his conduct, the plain dealing of an honeſt man. The 
cauſe, it would ſeem, of perſecution, i is ſo deſperate and 


vile, that mgn muſt either abandon it, or ſubmit to min- 


— 


3 | 
gle artiſice with their cruelty. In no caſe, are baſer 
ſtratagems reſorted to, than when it is the object to 
filch from adverſaries their good name. In all the an- 
nals of -affaſſination, indeed, it will be found to hold 

true, that in exact proportion to the malignity of inten- 
| = the ſemblance of candour, if not eyen of friend- 
| « Joab ſaid to Amaſa, art thou in health my bro- 
be n+ And Joab took Amaſa by the beard with the 


6 right hand to kiſs him. But Amaſa took no heed to 


« the ſword that was in Joab's hand: ſo he ſmote him 
« therewith inthe Wis ab, ieee 
« the ele 3 


. ee theſe are abſolutely kids after 


peruſing ſuch a paragraph as that which is before me, It 
| will be-allowed that it contains the moſt awful charges; 
yet, from the one end of it to the other, there is not the 
production of a fact in ſupport of them; the reaſoning is 
merely hypothetical; and the hinge of the whole is ex- 


preſſed with a ſhocking ambiguity, which, conceals its 
weakneſs, and is calculated to increaſe ſuſpicion and a- 


larm. All that was wanting to conſummate the hypo- 
criſy was an affectation of candour, with which accord- 
ingly Mr. R. craftily introduces his deadly thruſt. He 
was wiſe for himſelf, in allowing that the men againſt 
whom he meditated ruin, © might be careful in the ad- 
& miſſion of members;” for an ample conceſſion induces 
a belief, that even in the moſt favourable caſe poſſible, 
the concluſion muſt follow. But, fays he, „ however 

« careful thoſe men may be in the admiſſion of members, 


e —opinions which ſome of them have propagated.” —Here Is 


the ambiguity of which I complain. Were Mr. R. croſs- 


examined as to this phraſe, it is very likely he would be 
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obliged to explain it, as referring merely to their opi - 
nion on the ſubjeQ of Lay-Preaching. For my own 
part, I do not underſtand it at all, if he intend it ſhould re- 
fer to arty thing elſe. But his purpoſe was better ſerved, 
by avoiding preciſion· As the phraſe ſtands, many a 
reader will ſuppoſe that Mr. R's. adverſaries have propa- 
_ gated. political opinions of a ſeditious or treaſonable na- 
ture; and of courſe will fwallow his inferences-At once at 
obrious and indubitable. | 45. 


Ae ſo 99 to N public yy 
| connected as it is with ſo atrocious a purpoſe, I conceive, 
| can be accounted for only by aſcribing it to conſcious 


I weakneſs in point of argument, ſeeking to gratify ungo- 
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vernable reſentment, by other means. The advocates fot 
Lay-Preaching, thoſe. of them eſpecially, whom Mr. R. 

labours to deſtroy, becauſe they haye prepared. the way 
for a New Sect in the land, have, from the very begin- 
ning, declared, in the moſt explicit manner, their ſenſe 
of the duty of Chriſtians to civil government. On this 
ſubject, their views will be found, not only more Serip- 
| tial; but much more decided, than thoſe of the Clergy, 
in any national church under the fun. The politics 
even of thoſe, who boaſt the loudeſt of their loyalty, may 


* See the Jourdal of a Tour, by Viele Haldane, Aleman, and Rate, 
undertaken with a view to promote the knowledge of the goſpel of Jeſus 
 Chriſtpage 29. of the Introduction, ſecond edition Plan of the Society 
for Propagating the Goſpel at Home, laſt paragraph,—And their Letter 
of InſtruRions to Itinerant Preachers and Catechiſts,—Theſe papers which 


dave been printed ſeparately, have been allb inſerted in the Milfionary 


Magazine, and the paſſages referred to will be found Vol. IIt. pages 59. 
60. and pages 482. 483. See alſo A Sermon, by the Writes. of theſe ſheets, 
on the Duty of Chriſtians to Civil Government. It is remarkable, that 
almoſt the only publications which ſtate the dodrine of ſubjection to the 
| higher powers, in that extenſive and unequivecal manner in which it is 
ren of waſh a0) votes ent nan 
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be referred, I preſume, to one or other of the celebrated 
ſyſtems of Whig and Tory, As to the former, it is no- 
torious that the Whig ſuſpends his obedience to civil go- 
vernment, upon his own opinion of public meaſures. E- 
ven the Tory, who pleads for the divine right of kings, 


connects his allegiance with the reign of ſome particular 


family. Both hold it lawful to reſiſt, by force of arms, 
a government of which they diſapprove. But the men, 
whom Mr. R. and many of his brethren have conſpired to 
defame as dangerous to the ſtate, have explicitly declared, 
that they hold themſelves bound in conſcience to be ſub- 
ject to the powers that be, to the exiſting government, of 
whatever form, in whateyer country their lot may be 
caſt, Without regard to any opinion they may enter- 
tain of the merits of civil rulers, they will obey them in 
every thing, that caſe only excepted, (which all Chriſtians 
muſt except,) where they might be conſtrained to ſay, 
« we muſt obey God rather than men.” Even then they 
would make no reſiſtance, but, if they could not flee, 
would look to God for grace, to endure perſecution, 
Meanwhile, they pay taxes, they honour the king, they 


give honour to all, to whom honour” is due, they pray 


for kings, and for all in authority, and are ready to eve- 

ry good work. Such are the ſeditious principles of the 
a, whom Mr. R. humbly imitating his brethren of 
laſt General Aſſembly, would hold up to the Jane of 


| ee e a5. mere dane career 


"I xxhvs not the leaſt doubt that Mr. R. will deny our 
Ae in theſe profeſſions. I expect this, not only 
from his hoſtility, but from his apparent ignorance of 
the ſpiritual nature of the kingdom of Chriſt. If, how- 
ever, he ſhall ever ſubmit to the plain doctrines of the 
New Teſtament, he will ſee, that ſuch a political creed 

is pot the-expedient of a day, but an important part of 
, . L * 


| 76 
the faith, which was once delivered to the ſaints, and 


one of the molt ſtriking features of Chriſtianity, as a re- 


ligion intended, not for a national engine of ſtate, but 
for univerſal diffuſion, for peace on earth, and good will 
to men. He will perhaps be ſurpriſed to heat, that this 
creed has an intimate connexion with what he is pleaſed 


to call the doctrine of Lay-Preaching. Upon examina- 
tion, however, it will be found, that, in all Scotland, 
there is no congregational Church, whether called Glaſ- 


ſite, Independent, or Baptiſt, which has ever received 


into its communion, or retained in it, perſons who were 


known to be enemies to government, either in principle, 
or in practice. And wherever churches have been formed 


in any of the Tabernacles, the ſame rule is obſerved. 


This is a better teſt of conſcientious ſubjection, than po- 
litical Addreſſes to the throne. Theſe Addreſſes may 
indeed be neceſſary to aſcertain the loyalty of men, whoſe 
obedience is connected with the opinion they entertain 
of thoſe fluctuating things, men and meaſures; but they 
are wholly unneceſſary, with regard to thoſe, whoſe o- 


bedience is connected with nothing but the unchangeable 


word of God. From ſuch men, we ſhall never hear of 
a political Addreſs, and we ſhall neyer hear of ſeditious 


practices. Without aſking or expecting any peculiar fa- 


vour, without thinking themſelves at all entitled to 
civil privilege as members of à church, they will 


lire quiet and peaceable Hey: in 1 3 and in 


all Raney. 
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85 dignity, 1 I would ſend Mr. R. for inſtruction on theſe 
points, to the ſermon of a very reſpectable man, and I be- 
; lieve z very worthy paſtor of a Baptiſt church in Edin- 
burgh, although, in Mr. R's eſtimation, nothing more 
| than hop Dancer, who has the audacity, er 
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pour forth, but ſometimes even to print, and publiſh his 
&« ſoofe harangues.” The title of this ſermon is, «« Loyal- 
_« ty enforced by Arguments which are founded upon juſſ 

« views of Civil Government, as an ordinance of God, 


« and eſſential to the happineſs of mankind, to which is 


« added, a Vindication of ſome Diſſenting Congregations, 


« who have been charged with Diſloyalty by the late Ge- 
« neral Aſſembly of the Church of Scotland; by William 
« Braidwood.” This ſermon I am willing to ſubmit to 


the public, as a ſpecimen of Lay-Preaching, and I ſhall 
not tremble at the iflue of a fair compariſon, at leaſt as to 


faithfulneſs, and Scripture knowledge, between it, and 


the moſt polite, profound, or critical oration on the ſame 
ſubject that ever proceeded from tongue or pen of Doc- 


tot in Divinity. If Mr. R. and his learned friends, are 
not of the number of thoſe who delight in their ſcorning, 


and hate knowledge, they will thank me for a peruſal of 


the 8 ee 


T wich EA: - 


< aſpires after that ſort, of pre-eminence, may fight againſt 


et the State. And, not contented with obtaining an ec- 


0 clefiaſtical eſtabliſhment for themſelves, they may en- 


« deavour to perſuade the Civil Government to perſecute 


« thoſe who diſſent from them. The General Aſſembly, 


- & who would have us to believe that every Church is ſe- 
.  « ditious except their own, refer to an inſtance exactly 


« in point, when they boaſt of 4 THAT CHURCH, in de- 


5 « fence of which our fore-fathers fought and bled.” And 
e their advice to the people to * RECOLLECT the counſels 
g ard the practice of their fathers,” ſeems to imply that 


« they alſo ought to fight and bleed in the ſame cauſe. It 
e may eaſily be recollected, that our fore-fathers fought 


cc not only againſt Popery and Epiſcopacy, but alſo againſt 


« the Civil Powers, by whom thoſe adverſaries of the. Preſ« 
. 
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78 
& „ Church were fucceſſively countenanced and 
e eſtabliſhed. In modern times, the Church of Scotland 
& has gradually relaxed, and ſeemed to be diſarmed by 
e the AF of Toleration, and the. lenity of our Civil Go- 
« yernment. She has long permitted the honour of o- 
© penly maintaining her ancient warlike principles, to 
« devolve on the diſciples of Cameron. But now her 
« Miniſters appear willing to reſume the ſword, and to 
« imitate the violent proceedings of their fathers; though, 
« in other reſpects many of them do not much reſemble 
4 the Scotch Reformers. Their boldneſs, though hither- 
10 to untried, may perhaps be equal to that of John Knox, 
-« who feared no man. But do they alſo reſemble him in 
< their knowledge of the Proteſtant doctrine, their warm 
« attachment to it, and the Annes of their religious 
t character 
4 Wrrn an uncommon e of carneſtneſs and zeal, 
e they have intreated the people to adhere, to a fighting 
Church, not recollecting that this is one of the moſt 
prominent and diſtinguiſhing features of «© Babylon the 
dc great, the mother of barlote, and abominations of the earth!” 
«A FIGHTING PROTESTANT CHURCH AT THE CLOSE OF 
« TEE BIGHTEENTH CENTURY!i|—— Chriſtianity ſhud- 
ce ders at the thought; and humanity itſelf would drop a 
te tear, did not all men believe, that the wiſdom and be- 
« nignity of the Britiſh Parliament will, under God, 
. prove a ſure defence againſt her hoſtile ks which 
& are equally inen and nien. | 


2 « Warn General Councils rh to 3 the 
e fanatic zeal of the multitude, by celebrating the martial 
| 2— of their anceflors, in the cauſe of religion, it 
e becomes neceſſary to regard them with a jealous eye. 
« MOEN of the Pilots dere: vr enn 
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« equally hoſtile to the peace of the country? If they - 
tc have, let them be proſecuted by the Civil Power, and 


s receive the/puniſhment which their crime deſerves. But 


ec even in that caſe, the Church of Scotland could not con- 


« ſiſtently challenge them for OY principles ſimilar 
« to her o own, 


ce Ir is far from being the intention of the author to re- 


.« preſent the national Church, or any other Church in its 


4 collective capacity, as actually unfriendly to the preſent 


„ Government. He has only endeavoured to ſhow the 


« tendency of ſome principles, which is not always difcern- 
tc ed by thoſe who hold them, He even hopes, that the 
« ſanguinary expreſhons uſed in the Paſtoral Admonition, 


e which ſeem to threaten the peace of the Diſſenters, are 


« nothing more than rhetorical ornaments, or the un- 
“meaning language of perſons who glory in they know 
tc not what. It is difficult, in any other way, to account 
« for their unanimous aſſent to an abuſive and inflamma- 
« tory addreſs, which has greatly prejudiſed them in the. 
c eftimation of all moderate and impartial men, who 
e have any tolerable underſtanding of the nature of 


* Chriſt's religion, and of the character of its miniſters, 


Iris probable indeed that ſome members, who could 


« not but diſcern a ſtriking contraft between their Admo- 


ec nition and thoſe of the Apoſtles to the firſt Churches, 


« were over-awed by the fear of ſeeming to give any 
« countenance to a new claſs of preachers, whoſe ener- 
« tions had offended the clergy in general, The ſuppreſ- 
4 fron of lay preachers and catechiſts, being a common 
« cauſe, was earneſtly and unanimouſly defired by all 
« parties; and therefore none of them were over ſcrupu- 


« lous in adopting meaſures, which they fondly imagined = 
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80 
* Tux General Aſſembly infer the difloyalty of all Diſ- 


. « ſenters merely from their profeſſing certain religions 


& principles, which, although they are admitted to be un- 


« friendly to the eſtabliſhed Church, have long. ceaſed to 


be viewed in a criminal light by many of his Majeſty 8 


tc loyal ſubjects, and by the civil power itſelf. Diſſent- 
« ers from the national Church are not connived at; they 


et are Tolerated by aft of Parliament '*. But no government 
can be ſuppoſed to tolerate that which is in its own 
e nature à clear proof of hoſtility againſt the ſtate. On 
«& the other hand, it is pleaſant to recollect that the prin- 


« ciples of eſtabliſhed church-men, the intolerance of 


* which, and their difloyalty in certain 'caſer, have been 
4 fo fully evinced by the Paſtoral Admonition, can o 


& operate againſt the civil power in circumſtances whi 


edo not now exiſt. The Church of Scotland has been 
Jong in the peaceable poſſeſſion of an eccleſiaſtical eſta- 
« bliſliment; and at this moment it remains unchallenged 


e und unimparedby any effort of external violence. Other 
i parties who may have formerly envied her, are now, it 
s js thought, more diſpoſed to allow her to retain her 
et birth-right; if ſhe does not attempt to perſecute. But 

_ * let it be obſerved, that this opinion is founded on their 
. having forſaken, in ſome meaſure, thoſe tenets in the 


« religious ſyſtem of their fathers, which led them to 


4 fight for the eſtabliſhment of Preſbytery, and made it 
_ « impoſſible-for them to bear a rival, or even to tolerate 


« thoſe who differed from Lon 75 was oe to live 
N wes W. ER 5 


5 e ebend copy ofthe Speech of Willen Earl of Manibela, 
in the Honſe of Lords, Sept. 4. 1767, in the cauſe between che city of 


London and the Diſſenters, publiſhed by his Lordſhip 's permiſſion, by 


| © Philip/Furneaux, M. D. in the Appendix to His Letters to Mir. Juſtice 
© Blackſtone; concerning his Expoſition of the Act of Toleration. ad edit. 


London 1271. e * 
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$1 
et Sucn eyils hw frequently ariſen from confounding 
cc the kingdom of Chriſt with the kingdoms of this world. 
« And the loyalty of church-men, who feel an intereſt in 
« ſupporting. eccleſiaſtical eſtabliſhments, is ſometimes 
« founded more upon the ſtate of the times, than upon 


« any. ſolid religious principle. But churches formed on 
« the plan of thofe « which in Judea were in Chriſt 


« Jeſus,” as they have no wiſh to participate in the ho- 


« nours or emoluments of the ſtate, nor to employ its 
60 power and influence in propagating their religion, are 

« in no danger of fighting againſt it. Can it be ſuppoſed, 
« that any man in his ſenſes will hazard his life in order 
« to obtain for himſelf and his party, that which he con- 


C ſiders as a real evil? Or will he uſe violence for the 


* « purpoſe of exterminating falſe religion, while he is deeply 
4 convinced that nothing could more eſſentially injure 

e the cauſe of true religion? Is it not perfectly clear, that, 
« before he can follow ſuch practices, he muſt change 
0 his principles, or reſolve to act in direct oppoſition to 
cc them? Let the truth then be fairly admitted, which is, 


«that the principles maintained in the Sermon, and in 


« this Vindication, ſecure the loyalty of thoſe who hold 
« them; and will never, in any poſſible caſe, excite ſe- 
«dition againſt the civil powers, how adverſe ſoever they 
_ & may be to the authority of eccleſiaſtical rulers, who on 
tt that account are not much diſpoſed to do them juſtice. 


<« TY find it eaſier to mulreprelgnt, than to refute them. | 


. From theſe 1135 2 from Gat — 8 | 


HY 2 in the Sermon, the public will judge whether the author 
4 and his religious friends ought to be conſidered as 


z movers of ſedition.” And he has no doubt that all 


. © candid perſons, except political clergymen and their 


« partizans, will honourably acquit them of this er 
1 and * charge 
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© To this quotation 1 hall only add, that if Mr. R. 


chooſe to bepeat his dark infinuations, about political dan- 
| ger; againſt any of the advocates for Lay-Preaching; or 


againſt myſelf in particular; I ſhall be very much diſpoſed 


to treat his ſlander with the filence of contempt. An end- 


lefsalternationof aſſertion and denial, of libel and not guilty, 
would be a mere game at ſhuttle- cock, an amuſement for 
which I have little inclination,” and leſs time. I believe, 


chat, in chis country, both the rulers, and the public in gene- 


ral, have more ſenſe, than to take profeſſions, as a teſt of 
loyalty, either from Mr. R. or me, or any other perſon. 
My Bible affords me a plain direction, by which, after all 


the arts of clergymen to'excite ſuſpicion againſt me, I 


may ſtill dwell in the land, without danger, and without 


alarm. Wilt thou not be afraid of the power? do that 
. SOR I ED rer e e 


N "Whew Tow witl e able to judge, how fir the o- 

| pinions of the advocates for Lay-Preaching are likely « to 

u unite wich the innovating ſpirit of the age.” I am not 

afraid, however, to meet Mr. R*s. inſinuation full in the 

face. Be it ſo, that t men who thought themſelves wiſc 

_ - enough to direct the helm of the nation,” ſhould find 

their way into our communion. - Let theſe men be ſup- , 
poſed as bad as it is poſſible. Jeſus Chriſt choſe: twelve 

Apoſtles and one of them was a devil. But if devils 

ſhall intrude into our ehurches, they will probably meet 


with leſs quarter there, than in ſome of the churches 


from which they came. We do not mean to diſplay our 
- diſcipline, in che partial and ludicrous pehances of 2 
 "Cutty-Stool.- Following the form of proceſs, preſcribed 
in che New Teſtament, we ſhall « mark them which cauſc 
| le ag contrary 0 the * which 
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e we have learned; and ayoid them*.” « We ſhall warn 
. them that are unruly.” « Them that are ſuch, we 
© ſhall command, and exhort by our Lord Jeſus Chriſt, 
te that with quietneſsthey work and eat theirown bread i. 
From traitors, having a form of godlineſs, but denying + 
«the power thereof, we ſhall turn awayy.” We thall 
4 ppt the brethren in mind to be ſubject to principalities, 
e and powers, to obey magiſtrates, to be ready to every | 
A good work.“ Anda man that is an heretick, (or 
ce factious), aſter the firſt and ſecond admonition, we 
. ſhall reject; knowing that he that is ſuch, is ſubverted, 
ee e Wt pg Gr "rae n 


Mr. R's attempt to onlif the « popular clues Dif- 
tc ſenters,” in his ſervice, is extremely diverting. By Ways 
24 preſume, of gaining their confidence' and* friendſhip, 
he kindly ſuppoſes, that enemies to the ſtate are to be 
collected only from their communion; as if none of the 
ſeditious were ever known to belong to the Eſtabliſhed- 
Church. Is not this a hint ſufficiently plain, that the 
artillery which is now levelled againſt the New Sect, | 
will ſerve equally” well, if occaſion ſhould require it, 3 
againft diffenting ſects of every kind? Nay, Mr. R. not 8 
6:2] only inſinuates that the popular diſſenters harbour all the 
* | * feditious at preſent, but thinks they muſt be ſo unwilling 
to part with thoſe worthy members, as to be provoked to 
jealouſy by the fear of their being loft. If I could ſup- 
poſe, that any claſs of diſſenters could, for a moment, be 
| duped, by ſuch ill-diſguifed pretences of friendſhip, ſuch 
awkward attempts at unnatural coalition; that they could- 
be tulle into ſecurity by fair ſpeeches; or ever feel indif» 
ferent in _—_— the perfecution of brethren; I would 
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eee 4 Think not 
ec wvith thyſelf, that thou ſhalt eſcape in the king's houſe, 
es more than all the Jews. For if thou altogether holdeſt 
«thy peace at this time, then ſhall there enlargement and 
e deliverance ariſe to the Jews from another place, but 
« thou and thy father's houſe ſhall be deſtroyed v. There 
is little occaſion; however, for any admonition of this na- 
ture. The Diſſenters, however they may differ in other 
reſpects, are very generally of ane mind, as to the ſincerity 
of thoſe political churchmen, who, pretending friendſhip 
As their motive, attempt to intermeddle where they have 
no buſineſs.” A reſpeRable miniſter in one of the moſt 
55 popular claſſes of diſſenters, has recently made to one 
of Mr. R's. learned friends, a very pointed 1 
ment for ſuch good and faithful ſervices; and Mr. R 
wil 7 vel to derive hom it a uſe of warning f. 


eee affefts in ſpeak of 
« the New Sect in the land,” in terms apparently bor- 
rowed on purpoſe from the organiſation of ſeditious and 
treaſonable ſocieties,” He ſpeaks of a ( Parent Society,” 
- which will of itſelf ſuggeſt affiliated Societies,” and 
both, the idea of political conſpiracy. I am really at a 
loſs to reconcile ſuch ſtabs in the dark, with any thing like 
ſimplicity and godly fincerity, If I underſtand the New | 
Tedſtament at all, it was exactly by ſuch accuſations, as 
are here implied, that the chief prieſts and elders urged 

on che crucifixion of Jeſus, and afterwards endeayoured 
to obſtruct the propagation of the goſpel. Mr. R. can- 
= not but know, that ever ſince theroewas 'P church upon 
earth, ane church has given riſe to others; churches of 
. ene me An had, whay they ought 
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to bevez A friendly intercourſe; and be of them, ſuch 
us his own, have adopted very complicated and powerful 
bonds of connexion, in addition to thoſe of the word of 
God. The Scriptures celebrate the unity of churches, as 
| edifying and beautiful, and foretell an increaſe of it, as 
one of the moſt exalted felicities of the latter day. The 
% New Sc&,” are ſo well ſatisfied with the dictates of 
Revelation on this head, that they have not ſeen it neceſ- 


{ry to have any other bond of union than that divine 


word, of which they in common. profeſs to believe the 
doctrines, and in common endeavour to obſerve the or- 
dinances, and obey the precepts. This unity, the offspring 
ol love for the truth's ſake, by which Chriſt ſaith, all men 
| ſhall know his diſciples, Mr. R. flyly 2275 19 5 as a a ſource 


900 os a ground of e | 


Ir hank this Parent Society IM « 20 That e- 


very ſociety ſhould have authority over its own members, 
and its immediate ſervants, is neceſſary, I apprehend, to 
itz exiſtence as a ſociety. If Mr. R. can ſhew that there is 
any authority of one ſociety over another ſociety, of a Pa- 
rent Society over affiliated ones, among thoſe of whom he 
- ſpeaks, he muſt be pollefſed of proof upon the ſubject, of 
the nature of which I have no idea. I know that ſuch 
© authority has never exiſted, and I 2 to decline i it, if 
Jr careers; FLAP CS. 
Boy & even de 4. e of the Parent ITY 
t does not at All extend, its opinions may haye their influ- 
e ence,” (here is the ambiguity again) * and may there 
e foſter a ſpirit of faction, detrimental to the peace of eve- 
v ry Chriſtian ſociety, and dangerous to the beſt intereſts 


of theſe lands.“ My readers muſt be ſhocked with - 
aucb biet inferences, without proof, and drawn by 


| Hypothetical reaſoning, from premiſes of vague indeter- 
| . ; | 


o 


- 
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| nrateatcaning/ Opinions which can dave Beg dd Mer. 


R. ſpeaks of, muſt be diaboheal indeed! What are they? 
If political, they have been deſcribed above, and the read- 


ef may judge betwixt us. If theologicaly T appeal to Al 


cecleſiaſtical hiſtory, whether High Church opmions, or 


che contrary; have tænded moſt to foſter a ſpirit of fac- 


don, $9 diſturdthe peace of Chriſtian ſocieties, and to en- 


a e ene e 
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examine, of Mr. R. s performance“. In the beginning 
of it, he refers, as an authority, to Dr. Jamieſon, whom 


I cheerſully acknowledge to be a reſpectable writer. 1 


do not agree with him, in opinion, but I haye ne invlina- 
tion to meddle in the controverſy between him and Mr. 


Hill, from whom he has juſt. received a reply, and per- 


haps I might be found to differ, in ſome. points, fram both 


parties I ſhall do Dr. Jamieſon the juſtice, 


_ to declare, that I think kim a very different ray 


from Mr. R. The Dr, ſeeks not the aid of calumny. 


* 
x 


He avows love to che perſon, and even to che labours of 


his antagoniſt, as far as his conſcience can approve of 
_ them; and in the very paragraph to which Mr. R. ſeems 


particularly to refer, he diſclaims che ſuſpicion, that any 


bol the advocates for Lay-Preaching, have hoſtile: YeGgns 
againſt either the church of Chriſt, or the kingdoms of 
this world. Addreſſing Mr, Hill, he ſays, IL am far 
from ſuppoſing, that you, or any of thoſe with whom 
© you co-operate, wiſh to ſerve the cauſe. of Scepticiſm, 
4 or really mean to injure the church of Chriſt. Ton act, 


Lam perſuaded, according to your light, although in 


« nes ms it appears to be darkneſs... As little 


N ntertain the idea, that either you, rd * 
* * e DOCS * *Þ cher 
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un deſigns inimital to eivil government. I feel no u- 
4 Clination to have recourfe to ſach weapons, convinced 
15 that'thiſe, which the Holy Scripture ſupplies, are fuf- 
** ficient; whether I have been able to wield them aright, 
eber not“ Had Mr. R. ſhewn himſelf capable of ſuch 
| honourable ſemiments, he ſhould, for me at leaſt, have 
[enjoyed all the fatisfaCtion of a ſuppoſed: victory, over 
ee ithour moleſtarion, and without anker. 


8 1 think, y deer bee with 
b 
trouble. The doctrine of Lay. Preaching tends to ſupport 
a perpetual revolutionary government in che church: it 
tends to overtũrn the office of a public teacher: and its 

adfocates aim at that very end which infidels have been 

unable to accompliſh. In replying wo the firſt, I repeat 
that the döctrine of Lay-Preaching, as lately contended 
ſor, has been juſtiſied, only in ſo far as it might not inter- 
Fere with the diſcipline of any particular church. But 
ende Mr. K. attacks it, ad peculiarly congenial with Con- 
/ gregational principles, which 1 doubt not it may beg L 
alk, are thoſe principles one whit more revolutlonary, 
man che prinoiples of Preſbytery, Epilcopacy, or Popery? 

Is not what is called the Syſtem of Independeney, of as 
- definite, uniform, and permanent a nature; as any other 
_ ſyſtem of chutch government whatſoever? Ts it het the 
| eommon complaint againſt Congregational churches; chat, 
| _ - inſtead of being given to change, they are too tenacious _ 
h . ee ire rac ot mand HON? 


"2a 00 dhe bel eeadincy bf Lay-Proceliing; ds 
| nikri che office: of a public teacher; I aſk, when, and 3, 
where, has Rog ſo? It will be trifling tc by pen. 
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_ the caſe bf Cromwell's army. The Lay-Preachers i in 


it depended, it ſcems, tot upon the warraiſt and direction 


Il Scxipture, but upon a kind of miraculous aſfiftamce of 
the Divine Spirit, without any Rudy or preparation. 
They violated every church order, for they took poſſefſion 

of the country pülpits where they were quartered. In 
ſhort, they were bold enthuſiaſts, and they introduced all 
_ thoſe- diſorders, which enthuſiaſm will, always tend to 
introduce, both amongſt Lay, and Clerical Preachers. 
Church hiſtory will furniſh. at leaſt as many examples of 


enthuſiaſm among the latter as ; the former; and will ſhew, | 


that when circumſtances favour i its growth, i it will become 
- ungovetnable, in; ſpite of every form of church govern- 
ment. The preaching of Cromwell's officers was not a 
mere example of Lay-Preaching, but of enthuſiaſtic Lay- 
* Preaching; and the circumſtances which chiefly favoured 


dhe grouth of their, enthuſiaſm, were the principles and 


conduct of che High Church 'clergy:' Had not men of 
ſenſe been previouſly diſguſted with elerical arrogance, 
and the multitude ſunk in groſs ignorance through cleri- 
cal neglect, the enthuſiaſm of Cromwell's laymen would 
never have met with ſo much indulgence, or been. able 
10 produce ſuch deplorable. effects. After all, they did 


| - not ſueceed in gyerturning the office of a public teacher: 


on the contrary, their extravagancies tended to ſhew the 
3 of chat office-more clearly than eyer. It is 


remarkable, that Independents have always been 


che readieſt to admit of Lay-Preaching, the unfavourable 
account of 'the Lay-Preachers in Cromwell's army, is 
taken from the teſtimony of an Independent againſt them f. 

Did gan Fur gate Cambuflang never bear 


be. e 8 . 
| + Neale, in his Hiſtory of the Puritans, Vol HL ON vi and ix. 
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where there was no Lay-Preaching, under all FD orthodox 
forms of Preſbytery, and in the very church of Scotland, 
the neighbourhood, and the pariſh, to which he belongs? 
It would be wrong to argue from ſuch things, againſt the 


Preſbyterian ſyſtem, or to ſuſtain them as a ſufficient 


objection againſt that revival of religion, of which they 
contributed in ſome meaſure to tarniſh the glory. A 


ſolitary caſe, occurring under remarkable circumſtances, 
can never decide the merits of a general queſtion- The 


fact is, that in Congregational churches, and where what 
is called Lay-Preaching is expreſsly encouraged, the office 


of paſtors and teachers is conſidered as no leſs eſſential, 


than it is in any other churches whatever. All the filly 


| declamation, therefore, about the loweſt of the people 


becoming prieſts of the high places, reſtoring the Patri- 
archal age, promoting Infidelity, and forcing Chriſtianity 
herſelf at laſt to retire; is a mere running away with the 


queſtion; if nat a poor ſhift to prevent ſimple readers 


from patiently conſidering the arguments which may be 
. on the other fide. 


per if it is . true, that the advocates for Lay: 
Preaching ate aiming at that very end, which Inſidels 


have been labouring to accompliſh, all their apologies, 


however plauſible, deſerve to be ſpurned away with indig- 
nation. Had Mr. R. proved this, he might have ſpared eve- 


ty other part of his labour. Having neglected ſo much 


as to make an attempt at the proof, it was criminal in 


him to throw out the dreadful accuſation. Let him con» 
ider well what he is aiming at himſelf, when he thus pre- 
ſumes to judge others. With us it is a very ſmall thing 


that we ſhould be judged of him, or of any man's judge» 
ment. But we will not boaſt of our deſigns. He that 

judgeth us is the Lord, «« Search us, O God, and know 
e ne thoughts. And ſee 
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me, as they poſſibly can be to any of my readers. F have 
found them an irkſome interruption, amidſt a preſs of im- 

portant buſineſs, from which I would not with, for a mo- 


ment, to turn. lightly ade; and now that they are finiſh- 


ed, I am deeply ſenfible, that Mr. R. and myſelf might 
have been much more uſefully employed, in the proper 
labours of our Lord's vineyard, where ſurely there is ſtill 

room for us both. 1 felt myſelb called io come forward, as 


a work of neoeſſity, in vindication of the character of my 


immediate Chriſtian connections, as well as of my own, 
againſt. an attack of the moſt ſerious ages coun 
cted 1 af wes FP x * Ne 7 "R E 


8 


Wurz I repel 9 which are « falſe Iam far from 
| pretending, that either my friends or myſelf ſhould be 
juſtified in every thing. * If we ſay that we have no ſin, 
we deceive ourſelves, and the truth is not in us“ Iam 
eonfcious of many faults, which it is my duty to confeſs . 
ia my fellow creatures. How much leſs ſhall I anfwer 


40 hin, and chooſe out my words t0 reaſon. with him, 


-<t:whom, though I were righteous, yet would I not an- | 


n but] n eren to my Judge.” | 


1 n 


 Trvimiieaton of Me R. Lyle nodes bebte end, thet 


 every.anonymous reply will by me be difregarded. E 
mention this the rather, becauſe the moſt unprineipled at- 
Toe eng OW rein den upon the 
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91 
whom I am in ſome meaſure conneQed, as well 34.00 
myſelf“. I Mr. R. ſhall think proper to return to the 
charge, let him obſerve the indiſpenſible rules of ordinary 
juſtice, which require that the burden af proof ſhould 
lie on the accuſer. Let him late his caſe, with at leaft 
intelligible, preciſion; let him produce what he ſuppoſes 
to be evidence in ſuppant of itz and, if I find myſelf una- 
ble fairly ta prove my innocence, I hope, I ſhall have the 
honeſty to plead guilty. But if his allegations ſhall re- 
ſemble thoſe in the pamphlet before me; if they be con- 
ceived in ambiguous language, couched: under qblique | 


hints, founded in hypothetical reaſoning, or in the ſecret 


whiſpers of an unnamed informer; the public will be ſuf- 


ſiciently ſrnſible from what I have written already, that 


my filenge is. by ug means a tacit es of 
yer ah. 


e 
«gain Mr. R. perſonally; but, leſt my heart ſhould de- 
eie me, I defire, as in the preſence of God, and ag I 
am taught to pray for pardon myſelf, to forgive him for 
every injury, which I have, or ſuppoſe I have, received 


— 


. at his hands. His High Church principles, I conceive 


to be foreign from the doctrines of Scripture, repugnant 
to the ſpirit of the goſpel, and equally inconſiſtent with 
the peace of the church, and of the world. On theſe ac- 
wants, I with to hate them with a perfect hatred. But 


'* Que of the latch indances of this kind, was = content affeqrion, in 
a Magazine which has an extenſive ſale, that the Edinb Clerical Ro- 
view, a contemptible and odious publication, which only to a fe- 
cond Number, was an engine, employed by the Society for Progagating 
the Goſpel at Home, ta ſap the foundation of the Church of Scotland. 
The impudence of this charge was the more remarkable, that the Editore 
of that abortion had been particularly enquired after, and were known, by | 
„ ee I any Pg „ 


mmed Society. 
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ters of this. kind, r 3 — 2 
The cauſe of truth will never be promoted, either by de- 


ceit, or by violence. Theological oontroverſy, however 
Intereſting, will in no caſe juſtify defamation, or any at- 
tempt whatever, « to reward e my him heed was at 
[580 Pw: with us.” e 


\ 


ane I pive Mi. R. wich fir WY I am de 


| he neceſſity of making a- marked diſtinction, between 


His principles, and the manner in which he has endea- 
voured to recommend them. Of the latter, IT have had 


© tbo much occaſion, in theſe animadyerſions, to remark 


the want of candour, the artifice, and the cruelty.” To 


me, the very title page appears to be formed for decep- 


tion. The paſſages I hive quoted, not to mention ma- 
ny others of a ſimilar deſcription, ſufficiently ſhe w, that 
the book which contained them, deſerved not ſo plauſible 
a deſignation, as that of . Lay-Preaching indefenfible, 
te en Scripture principles.” It is ſtrongly, but juſtly, 
obſerved by an eminent miniſter of America: «All hy- 
« pocrily is deteſtable; but I know of none ſo deteſtable 
te as that, which is coolly written, with full premedita- 
« tion, by a man of talents, aſſuming the character of a 
« moral and religious inſtructor, a miniſter, a prophet, 


« of the truth of the infinite God. Truth is a virtue 
« perfectly defined, mathematically clear, and completely 
& underſtood by all men of common ſenſe. There can 


« be no halting between uttering truth and falſehood, 
« no doubts, no miſtakes; as between piety. and enthu- 


« ſiaſm, frugality and parſimony, generolity and profu- 
4 ſion. Tranſgreſſion, therefore, is always a known, de- 
finite, deliberate OY. - In the 19 895 moment of 
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6 POTEN temptation, in the hour of FOE) attack, 


«in the flutter and trepidation of unexpected alarm, the 
« beſt man may, perhaps, be ſurpriſed into any ſinz but 


2 he who can coolly, of ſteady deſign, and with no unu- 
| « ſual impulſe, utter falſehood, and vend IPod i 


* nat 525 n finiſhed eee J 


is jafification of . ſeyerity of my cenſure; I pen, . 


not provocation, but duty. There are fins, which 
mult be reproved with a firmneſs, proportioned to their 
turpitude.” The ſins, which I have detected in Mr. Ro- 
bertſon's pamphlet, appear to me to be of this number; 
and as they ſeem, in the preſent times, to abound moſt 
grievouſiy, among an order of men, who profeſs better 
things, and, by their prevalence, to threaten the moſt miſ- 
chievous conſequences, both to the temporal and ſpiritual 


intereſts of mankind; I ſhould have felt myſelf blame-. 


able, had I neglected this opportunity, of bearing my de- 


cided teſtimony- againſt them. Severe reprehenſion, 


hen the caſe requires it, is not only warranted, but en- 


joined, by an inſpired apoſtle, as a paſtoral duty of a ſa- 


lutary nature. “ There are many uuruly and vain talk- 


«ers and deceivers, ſaith Paul, eſpecially they of the cir- 


4 cumeiſion: whoſe mouths muſt be ſtopped, who ſub- 


vert whole houſes, teaching things which they ought - 
* not, for filthy lucre's ſake. One of themſelyes, even 


« 2 prophet of their own ſaid, the Cretians are always 
« liars, evil beaſts, flow bellies. This witneſs is true: 
«© WHEREFORE, REBUKE THEM SHARPLY, THAT THEY 
00 MAY BE SOUND IN'THE N Titus i. 10 3. 
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